
MADISON COUNTY 
(See also Decatur County which is included at the end of this county.) 

 
AGRICULTURE 

Fences, lawful defined--1888, 805; 1890, 1149; 1892, 781; 1894, 301; 1896, 160 
Hogs, running at large--1891, 774; 1896, 648 
Livestock regulated--1884, 660; 1898, 501 
Livestock, running at large--1900, 923; repealed--1907, 436 

 
Constitutional Amendment 191 (ratified 1961)--Acquisition and development of industrial and 

agricultural projects by county and City of Huntsville authorized; bond issue authorized. Amended by 
Amendment 245 (ratified 1965). 

 
AIRPORTS 
Authority board, incorporation--(GBLA) 1961, 409, 1118; (GBLA) 1961, 2123; (GBLA) 1967, 1478; 

(GBLA) 1971, 2517, 3202; (GBLA) 1973, 560 
Board, creation--1957, 532; repealed--1961, 254; reenacted--1973, 560 
Board members, compensation--84-517, 1135 

 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
Alcoholic beverage license revoked of any private or public establishment located in an unincorporated 

area that permits topless females on its premises--92-242, 590; license required for on-premise 
consumption of alcoholic beverages in like establishment--93-692, 1323 

Beer tax--2003-195, 515 
Draft beer authorized--1975, 942 
License fee on businesses selling alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption--2011-658, 1748 
Licenses revoked of any establishment that permits certain types of entertainment or nudity--98-607, 

1337 
Sale on Sundays authorized--2003-431, 2003 2nd Sp. Sess., 1240 
Sale regulated--1859, 527; 1884, 270, 723; 1886, 670, 698; 1888, 258; 1894, 15; 1907, 29; 1947, 331; 

1963, 251; (GBLA) 1963, 901; (GBLA) 1965, 203; 1967, 928; (GBLA) 1971, 2258, 2267, 3986; 
(GBLA) 1973, 1462; 1973, 1530; (GBLA) 1976, 970 

Wine, manufacture and sale--1900, 2026, 2061 
 
AMBULANCE SERVICE 

Ambulance service, operation by public hospital corporations authorized--(GBLA) 1971, 3426; 
amended--(GBLA) 1975, 1418 

Emergency medical service, liability limited--(GBLA) 1975, 1419 
Motor vehicle license and registration fees levied, distribution to emergency transportation and medical 

expense--1971, 3529 
Volunteer nonprofit fire department and emergency organizations, contributions to--1969, 1886 

 
ANIMALS 

Dog tax--1907, 918; repealed--1915, 486 
Humane shelter program established, fees--88-424, 626 
Running at large regulated--89-836, 1670 

 
BAILIFFS 
Attending circuit court--1896, 1406; 1966, 358; 1973, 862 
Compensation--1898, 1327; 1900, 2455; 1973, 1055 



County court bailiffs, appointment and compensation--(GBLA) 1969, 1193, 1590; (GBLA) 1971, 3504 
County court each judge--1973, 1336 

 
BANKS 

Branch banks authorized--1955, 308; (GBLA) 1961, 201, 617; (GBLA) 1964, 45; 1964, 217; 1965 Sp. 
Sess., 76; 1973, 1413, 1464 

 
BARBERS 

    Board established--1939, 280; amended--1957, 999; amended--1965 1st Sp. Sess., 242; (GBLA) 1969, 
   1993; (GBLA) 1971, 2342, 2571; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1392 (1971, 2571); 1978, 443; repealed 

2023-314 
     Practice regulated--1939, 280; amended--1957, 999; amended--1965 1st Sp. Sess., 242; (GBLA) 1969,  

    1993; (GBLA) 1971, 2342, 2571; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1392 (1971, 2571); 1978, 443; repealed-- 
    2023-314 

 
BILLIARDS 
Pool and billiards--1907, 693 

 
BINGO 
Constitutional Amendment 387 (ratified 1980)--Bingo regulated. 

 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS--See also BOARD OF REVENUE; COUNTY 

COMMISSION; COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Automobiles, not to be furnished--1936, 45 
Claims authorized to settle certain--1965, 242, 791; 1973, 1386, 1387 
Compensation and duties of members--1947, 330; 1951, 358 
Created--1923, 3, 216; 1931, 232 
Expenses, reimbursement--1959, 1275 
Fellowship center, appropriation--1973, 152 
Purchases, competitive bids--1936, 29, 91 
Transportation of members--1943, 103 

 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Compensation--1975, 1081; 79-505, 917; 81-464, 815 
Election and term--1949, 574; 1961, 217 
Expense allowance--88-650, 1037 

 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
Compensation--1869, 303; repealed--1872, 251; 79-278, 428 

 
BOARD OF REGISTRARS 
Clerical assistance, meeting days--1949, 573; 1956, 346; 1961, 40; 1963, 1053; 1973, 1459 
Compensation--(GBLA) 1965, 792; (GBLA) 1971, 2341, 2559; (GBLA) 1973, 1457; 1973, 1458; 85- 

695, 1119 
Deputy registrars--1975, 183 
Election officers, compensation--(GBLA) 1962, 90; (GBLA) 1971, 1530, 2278, 2535; repealed-- 

(GBLA) 1973, 1393; 1973, 1394; 79-660, 1142; amended--88-646, 1031 
Health insurance--98-587, 1294; amended--2000-638, 1285 
Judicial nominees, list for submission to Governor publicized and voted on publicly--96-597, 941 
Meeting days increased--1973, 1459; amended 84-817, 249 
Meetings, clerical assistance--(GBLA) 1961, 266; (GBLA) 1971, 2281, 2516; (GBLA) 1973, 1458, 

1459 
Poll tax, assessment and collection--1871, 349 
Voter registration--1951, 514 



Voting machines authorized and required--1955, 396 
Voting machines procedure when machines are used--(GBLA) 1962, 86; (GBLA) 1971, 2079 

 
BOARD OF REVENUE--See also BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; COUNTY 

COMMISSION; COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Abolished--1923, 3 
Created--1919, 217 

 
BOATS 
Licenses by mail, issuance--85-315, 221 

 
BOUNDARIES 
Altered--1818, 12; 1825, 10; 1841, 121; 1886, 852 

 
BUILDINGS 
Building permits, issuance--(GBLA) 1971, 2859; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1412; 1973, 1463 
County, fuel--1872, 252 
Repair--1865, 480 

 
CEMETERIES 

Cemeteries, protection--(GBLA) 1971, 2471; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1402 
Cremation of indigent persons--93-894, 1993 1st Sp. Sess., 179 
Graves, opening, costs--79-279, 428 

 
Constitutional Amendment 520 (ratified 1990)--County commission authorized to excavate human 

graves. 
 
CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM 
Established--(GBLA) 1969, 2011; (GBLA) 1971, 2349, 2553, 4468; (GBLA) 1973, 1390, 1391, 1392; 

1973, 1447; replaced--2022-405 
Personnel board, health insurance--2000-638, 1285 

 
CLERK, CIRCUIT COURT 
Affidavits, warrants--1900, 1463 
Clerical assistance--1969, 1011 
Combined chancery and county court into court administrator--1973, 1627 
Compensation--1957, 236; 1969, 1011; 84-821, 1984 1st Sp. Sess., 253 
Deputy authorized--1951, 229 
Fees established--1853, 65; 1888, 102 
Passport applications, fees--80-290, 404 
Records, destruction--1953, 341; 1973, 208 
Supernumerary, compensation (23rd Jud. Cir.)--88-880, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 425 

 
COLISEUM 

Board created--1961, 1046, 1048 
 
CONSTABLES 
Compensation--1900, 2455 
Deputy, appointment--1898, 1095 
Fees established--1890, 67; 1898, 883 
Office abolished--92-665, 1992 2nd Sp. Sess., 44 



CORONER 
Compensation--1951, 899; 1962, 212; 1965, 374; 1975, 814; 79-505, 917; 84-821, 1984 1st Sp. Sess., 

253; 95-200, 311; 2022-405 
  Compensation, entitled to uniform increases granted to all county employees--2022-405  
  Expense allowance--2022-405 

 
CORPORATIONS 

Dallas Manufacturing Company--1896, 742 
Greene Academy--1900, 1960; 2009-377 
Heralds of Liberty--1900, 990 
Huntsville District High School of the M. E. Church South--1894, 329 
Huntsville-Madison County Marina and Port Authority--1969, 1891 
Huntsville and Monte Sano Improvement Company--1896, 726 
Huntsville Primitive Baptist Graded and Industrial School--1894, 1020 
Huntsville State Colored Normal and Industrial School--1890, 771 
Lowe Manufacturing Company--1900, 1020 
Madison High School--1894, 592 
Madison Loan and Trust Company--1894, 891 
Marina and Port Authority, bonds--(GBLA) 1971, 3276 
Merrimac Manufacturing Company--1898, 922 
Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louis Railway--1890, 154 
Piedmont Driving Club--1900, 21 
State Normal and Industrial School--1896, 154 
Turnpike Company--1833, 124 
Twickenham Club of Huntsville--1894, 556 
W. H. Rowe Knitting Company--1900, 1845 

 
COUNTY COMMISSION--See also BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; BOARD OF 

REVENUE; COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Amusement and cultural development authorities, incorporation, appropriation--(GBLA) 1967, 1260; 

(GBLA) 1971, 2331, 2560 
Awards committee established--1978, 578 
Building laws and codes--2004-100, 133 
Building permits, issuance--(GBLA) 1971, 2859; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1412 
Building permits, add’l residential fee--2020-184 
Cemeteries, protection--(GBLA) 1971, 2471; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1402 
Chair, compensation--1975, 816; 84-821, 1984 1st Sp. Sess., 253; repealed in part--91-702, 1371 
Chair, proclamation--1973, 830 
Compensation--1975, 1082; 79-505, 917; 82-373, 548; 84-821, 1984 1st Sp. Sess., 253; repealed in part- 

-91-702, 1371 
Computer department established--1973, 832 
Cremation of indigent persons--93-894, 1993 1st Sp. Sess., 179 
Disposition of dead animals, fees--2013-416, 1669 
Employees, expenses for defending lawsuits--1975, 1373 
Graves, opening, costs--79-279, 428 
License fee on businesses selling alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption--2011-658, 1748 
License issuance fee--2005-143, 247 
Members and chair, compensation--(GBLA) 1964, 44; (GBLA) 1967, 1482; (GBLA) 1969, 1887; 

(GBLA) 1971, 2279, 2536; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1350 
Members, manner and selection--(GBLA) 1969, 2022; (GBLA) 1971, 2906 



Motor vehicles, marking--79-746, 1322 
Parks and recreational areas, site preparation authorized under certain conditions--2014-450, 1677 
Parks and recreational sites, county commission to prepare certain sites and property--94-351, 598 
Payment of equitable and just claims authorized--(GBLA) 1967, 927; (GBLA) 1971, 2280, 2534; 

repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1387 
Private property, authorized to maintain--80-643, 1214 
Revenue stamps, purchase authorized--(GBLA) 1963, 1046 
Road naming, speed limits established--(GBLA) 1971, 2478; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1389; 1973, 1390 
Volunteer nonprofit fire department and emergency organizations, authorized to contribute--1969, 1886 

 
Constitutional Amendment 378 (ratified 1978)--County commission authorized to create fire districts. 
Constitutional Amendment 520 (ratified 1990)--County commission authorized to excavate human 

graves. 
 
COUNTY EMPLOYEES--See also CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM 
Municipalities authorized to fund group insurance plans for retired employees--85-598, 927 

 
COUNTY OFFICERS 
Compensation--84-821, 1984 1st Sp. Sess., 253 
Historian, county commission authorized to designate--(GBLA) 1971, 3064 
Historian established--1978, 579 
Salary commission, established--(GBLA) 1971, 2903, 4185; 79-55, 72; 83-17, 17 

 
Constitutional Amendment 135 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

certain county officials. 
Constitutional Amendment 771--2004-543 (ratified 2004)--Supernumerary offices abolished, 

participation in employees’ retirement system. 
 
COURT COSTS 

Fees for docketing--(GBLA) 1967, 1507; (GBLA) 1971, 3102, 3579; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1411, 
1456 

Increased for child protection fund--90-695, 1350; amended--91-700, 1365; amended--94-469, 726; 
amended--97-601, 1060 

Increased for judicial administration fund--2004-32, 43; repealed and replaced--2004-262, 362 
Increased for juvenile court drug abuse fund--85-596, 924 
Increased for law enforcement--2007-471, 992; amended--2011-608, 1352 
Increased for law library--91-336, 654 
Increased for parking for juries--80-485, 755; amended--88-302, 462; amended--94-563, 1034; 

amended--99-421, 750; amended--2000-476, 908; amended--2005-140, 244 
Increased in civil cases--1973, 1456; 1975, 1073, 1094 
Payment--1815, 80 

 
Constitutional Amendment 105 (ratified 1954)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs. 

 
COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS--See also BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; 

BOARD OF REVENUE;COUNTY COMMISSION 
Abolished--1919, 217 
Authorized to make payments--1855, 78 
Bonds, issuance authorized--1872, 252, 253; 1878, 241; 1936, 44 
Bonds, issuance to Robert C. Brickle legalized--1866, 228 
Contingent fund for county liability--1973, 1387 



Debts authorized--1843, 16; 1866, 206; 1869, 17 
Districts altered--1894, 135; 1900, 2559; 1903, 442; 1931, 232 
Duties--1823, 37 
Established--1923, 3, 216; 1927, 10, 125; 1931, 232; 1932, 40 
Local legislation, payment for advertising--1915, 140 
Marina and Port Authority, bonds--(GBLA) 1971, 3276 
Surety bonds--1896, 23 
Time of holding--1843, 22, 85 
Water and sewage system, county-wide county commission authorized to purchase bonds--1973, 1484 

 
COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
Established--1973, 1988 
Law library, court costs in criminal cases--1975, 1094 
Small claims division established--1975, 2201 

 
COURT, CHANCERY 

Decrees, when rendered--1874, 591 
Time of holding--1878, 91; 1886, 134; 1911, 299 

 
COURT, CIRCUIT 

Bail, pretrial release on personal recognizance, appearance bond (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1975, 1753 
Chancery jurisdiction conferred--1984, 881 
Court administrator (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1973, 1627; amended--2012-331, 786 
Criminal docket--1876, 146; 1880, 249 
Depositions, taking and use of in equity proceedings--(GBLA) 1961, 2057 
Family court division established (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1973, 1338; 2003-422, 2003 2nd Sp. Sess., 1219 
Judge, additional created (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1965, 659; 1966, 56; 1973, 1550 
Judge, compensation--(23rd Jud. Cir) 1955, 796; (23rd Jud. Cir.) 1959, 1236; (GBLA) 1961, 1078, 

2050; (GBLA) 1964, 43; (GBLA) 1965, 367; (23rd Jud. Cir.) 1966, 56; (23rd Jud. Cir.) 1973, 1096; 
(23rd Jud. Cir.) 1975, 1378 

Judge, duties--1900, 219 
Judge, expense allowance--(GBLA) 1961, 983; (23rd Jud. Cir.) 1966, 55; (23rd Jud. Cir.) 1973, 1205 
Judge, presiding, designation--1969, 1007 
Judge, retired, exempt from certain benefits--1973, 1561; amended--1977, 673 
Judge, retirement compensation (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1977, 1378; repealed--86-341, 526; amended and 

repealed--88-541, 839 
Judge, vacancies, filling; judicial commission established--79-784, 1412 
Judgeship created (23rd Jud. Cir.)--2009-761, 2307 
Judicial administration fund, distribution (23rd Jud. Cir.)--2004-32, 43; repealed and replaced--2004- 

262, 362 
Juror parking from court costs (23rd Jud. Cir.)--80-485, 755; amended--88-302, 462; amended--94-563, 

1034 
Misdemeanors--1876, 197; 1878, 279; 1880, 247; 1882, 528; 1894, 434; 1898, 1553; 1907, 517; 1973, 

1993 
Misdemeanors, prosecution--1919, 17 
Practice in civil cases, regulated--1894, 586 
Pretrial intervention program (23rd Jud. Cir.)--94-392, 645; amended--2012-361, 901 
Probation officers--(GBLA) 1961, 447 
Records--(GBLA) 1971, 2311; (GBLA) 1973, 208 
Register, chief clerk, compensation--1955, 114; 1959, 1507 
Register, compensation (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1969, 1012 



Register, fees established--1884, 614; 1898, 775; (GBLA) 1961, 1108; (GBLA) 1971, 3737; repealed-- 
(GBLA) 1973, 1383; 1973, 1384 

Register, records destruction--1953, 341 
Reporter, appointment and compensation--(23rd Jud. Cir.) 1959, 951; (GBLA) 1963, 895; (GBLA) 

1967, 1612; (GBLA) 1971, 3056, 3093, 4181; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1461; (23rd Jud. Cir.) 88- 
299, 459; (23rd Jud. Cir.) 88-301, 461; (23rd Jud. Cir.) 91-704, 1373 

Secretary, appointment and compensation--(GBLA) 1963, 894; (GBLA) 1971, 404; repealed--(GBLA) 
1973, 1388 

Seized currency, deposit, disbursement--2013-342, 1203 
Special venires, drawing in capital cases, abolished (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1969, 1009 
Supernumerary, compensation (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1973, 1096 
Terms--1857, 244; 1868, 409; 1869, 17; 1873, 59; 1874, 208; 1876, 145; 1880, 246; 1894, 389; 1896, 

1201; 1907, 433 
Time of holding--1821, 10; 1842, 67, 125; 1845, 46; 1878, 88; 1880, 60; 1886, 185; 1898, 1479; 1900, 

1974; 1903, 572; 1911, 128 
Weapons involved in crimes forfeiture--84-489, 1108; amended--93-896, 1993 1st Sp. Sess., 182 
Witness fees regulated, payment--(GBLA) 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 147 

 
Constitutional Amendment 334 (ratified 1973)--Judicial commission established; procedure for filling 

vacancies of judges. 
Constitutional Amendment 607, Amendment to Amendment 334--96-397 (ratified 1996)--Judicial 

commission established, procedure for filling vacancies of judges. 
 
COURT, COUNTY 
Abolished--1894, 434 
Bailiffs, appointment and compensation--(GBLA) 1969, 1193, 1590; (GBLA) 1971, 3504 
Bailiffs, county court each judge--1973, 1336 
Clerical assistance--1957, 1003; 1961, 1114 
Clerk, authorized to destroy certain records--1973, 207 
Court costs--(GBLA) 1967, 681, 1507; (GBLA) 1971, 3102, 3579; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1411, 1456 
Depositions, taking and use of in equity proceedings--(GBLA) 1961, 2057 
Established--1957, 1003; 1963, 1048; 1965, 740 
Judge, additional--1971, 4504 
Judge, compensation--1961, 1114; 1965, 740; (GBLA) 1967, 1506; (GBLA) 1967, 1507; repealed-- 

(GBLA) 1973, 1412; 1973, 1413 
Judge, expense allowance--(GBLA) 1967, 1506; (GBLA) 1971, 3507; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1408 
Judge, relief--1869, 290 
Rules of procedure of circuit court adopted--1973, 580 
Time of holding--1826, 17; 1831, 26; 1845, 51 
Witnesses fees, unclaimed in county court--1959, 229 
Witnesses, payment--1898, 1508 

 
COURT, DISTRICT 

Child protection fund from court costs--90-695, 1350; amended--91-700, 1365; amended--94-469, 726 
Judge, compensation (23rd Jud. Cir.)--80-407, 566 
Judge, expense allowance--1977, 919 
Judge, supplemental salary with county commission approval--91-653, 1231 
Judge, vacancies, filling; judicial commission established--79-784, 1412 
Judgeship No. 3 created--89-663, 1317 
Judicial administration fund, distribution (23rd Jud. Cir.)--2004-32, 43; repealed and replaced--2004- 

262, 362 



Juror parking from court costs (23rd Jud. Cir.)--80-485, 755; amended--88-302, 462; amended--94-563, 
1034 

Pretrial intervention program (23rd Jud. Cir.)--94-392, 645; amended--2012-361, 901 
 

Constitutional Amendment 334 (ratified 1973)--Judicial commission established; procedure for filling 
vacancies of judges. 

Constitutional Amendment 607, Amendment to Amendment 334--96-397 (ratified 1996)--Judicial 
commission established, procedure for filling vacancies of judges. 

 
COURT, FAMILY 

District attorney, assistant for family court division--(GBLA) 1971, 3063 
Family court division, deputy register and bailiff, compensation--(GBLA) 1965, 155 
Family court division established--(GBLA) 1961, 2185; (GBLA) 1965, 1126; (GBLA) 1971, 3057, 

3064; 1973, 1338; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1453 
Family court division, fees for filing juvenile cases, fines against juveniles--(GBLA) 1971, 3503, 3683; 

repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1337, 3683 
Family court division, places of detention provided--(GBLA) 1963, 221 
Family court division, selection of judge and compensation of bailiff--(GBLA) 1971, 4382 

 
COURT, INFERIOR 

Abolished--1919, 17 
Clerk, compensation--1936, 9; 1939, 208; 1943, 57; 1949, 583 
Criminal, established--1915, 381 
Established--1911, 215; 1931, 19; 1932, 32, 54 
Judge, compensation--1936, 9; 1939, 208; 1949, 583 
Jurisdiction--1951, 820 
Misdemeanor, guilty plea inapplicable--1973, 1993 
Witness fees, disposition--1951, 616 

 
COURT, JUVENILE 
Drug abuse prevention fund, established--85-596, 924 
Jurisdiction--1951, 820 

 
COURT, LAW AND EQUITY 
Established--1907, 262, 606; 1907, 60 

 
COURT, PROBATE 

Clerical assistance--1951, 831; 1959, 68; 1961, 621; 1963, 222 
Deputy chief clerk--(GBLA) 1971, 396 
Fees, certain prohibited--(GBLA) 1959, 143, 153 
Fees established--1853, 65; 1872, 145; 1874, 591 
Fees for workmen's compensation--1973, 1406 
Fees for workmen's compensation benefits for county employees--(GBLA) 1971, 3502, 3684; repealed-- 

(GBLA) 1973, 1405 
Fees, limitations--(GBLA) 1961, 268; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1396 
Filing fees, additional for county mental health fund--(GBLA) 1971, 2275, 3091; 1971, 3509; repealed-- 

(GBLA) 1973, 1397; 1973, 1398 
Judge, appropriation--1963, 601 
Judge, compensation--1951, 346, 831; 1957, 688, 1055; 1959, 68; 1963, 1055; 1965, 739; 1975, 817; 

79-505, 917; 84-821, 1984 1st Sp. Sess., 253; 88-395, 584 
Judge, designated as guardian--1853, 83; 1859, 526 



Judge, expense allowance--(GBLA) 1965, 793; 1973, 153; 81-384, 570 
Judge, reimbursed for monetary loss--84-433, 1014 
Mental Health Fund, minimum fee--2001-452, 593; 2001-565, 1141 
Recording fee--2000-658, 1316 
Records, destruction--1953, 341 
Time of--1866, 489 
Voter lists, compensation for publishing prohibited--2000-661, 1323 
Weights and measures provided--1853, 232 
 
Constitutional Amendment 135 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

probate judge. 
 
COURTHOUSE 
Closing offices--1961, 58 
Construction--1834, 123 
Interference with, prohibited--1898, 225; repealed--1915, 51 
Parking--1973, 1349 

 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY--See also SOLICITOR, COUNTY 

Administrative assistant and office manager-legal secretary, positions created--(GBLA) 1963, 1051; 
(GBLA) 1969, 2288; (GBLA) 1971, 2340, 2570; (GBLA) 1971, 4519; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 
1344, 1345 

Assistant, additional (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1971, 3063; 1973, 1095; 1975, 2671 
Assistant administrator, created--1973, 1443 
Assistant for family court division--(GBLA) 1971, 3063 
Assistant, office abolished (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1932, 54 
Chief clerk, compensation (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1953, 199; 1965, 380 
Chief clerk, office established (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1947, 329 
Clerk, additional (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1963, 1051; 1965, 380 
Compensation--(GBLA) 1961, 1108, 2122; (GBLA) 1965, 230, 366; (23rd Jud. Cir.) 1965, 374; 

(GBLA) 1967, 1260; (23rd Jud. Cir.) 1969, 1898 
Deputy, compensation (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1955, 1084; 1959, 1457; 1963, 1054; 1965, 398; 1966, 419; 

1969, 1898; 1973, 1904 
Deputy, office abolished (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1932, 54 
Deputy, office established (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1955, 1084 
Fund established (23rd Jud. Cir.)--2007-992; amended--2011-608, 1352 
Fund, expenditures, defense of indigents, judicial education--(GBLA) 1971, 4501; repealed--(GBLA) 

1973, 1382 
Investigators, appointment and compensation (23rd Jud. Cir.)--79-810, 1498; amended--94-391, 645 
Judicial administration fund, distribution (23rd Jud. Cir.)--2004-32, 43; repealed and replaced--2004- 

262, 362 
Parking for jurors from district attorney's fund (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1975, 313, 2728; 80-485, 755; 80-545, 

849; amended--94-563, 1034 
Pretrial intervention program established (23rd Jud. Cir.)--94-392, 645; amended--2012-361, 901 
Restitution recovery division (23rd Jud. Cir.)--94-413, 669 
Solicitor's fund (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1953, 354; 1957, 1040; 1969, 1014; 1973, 1215, 1245; 80-488, 758; 

amended in part and repealed in part--97-613, 1076 
Special services division established--83-483, 681 
Warrants in criminal cases, issuance--(GBLA) 1961, 2047; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1410, 1411 
Worthless checks, deposit of surplus funds, audits (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1973, 1344 
Worthless checks, deposit of surplus funds given as restitution--(GBLA) 1969, 2293; (GBLA) 1971, 

2277, 3068; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1342, 1343 



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Constitutional Amendment 191 (ratified 1961)--Acquisition and development of industrial and 

agricultural projects by county and City of Huntsville authorized; bond issue authorized. Amended by 
Amendment 245 (ratified 1965). 

Constitutional Amendment 429 (ratified 1982)--Acquisition and development of industrial parks 
authorized. 

Constitutional Amendment 759--20030187(ratified 2004)--Acquisition and development of industrial 
parks authorized. 

 
ELECTIONS 

Ad valorem tax for public schools elections validated--92-575, 1197 
Districts redefined--1969, 2023 
Election officers, compensation--(GBLA) 1962, 90; (GBLA) 1971, 1530, 2278, 2535; repealed-- 

(GBLA) 1973, 1393; 1973, 1394; 79-660, 1142; amended--88-646, 1031 
Judicial nominees, list for submission to Governor publicized and voted on publicly--96-597, 941 
Poll tax, assessment and collection--1871, 349 
Precincts--1821, 64; 1824, 113; 1825, 10; 1826, 26; 1874, 541; 1900, 342 
Voter lists, compensation for publishing prohibited--2000-661, 1323 
Voter registration--1951, 514 
Voting machines authorized and required--1955, 396 
Voting machines procedure when machines are used--(GBLA) 1962, 86; (GBLA) 1971, 2079 

 
ENGINEER, COUNTY 
Appointment--1967, 1539 
Office established--1947, 328 
Required to supervise construction of roads and bridges--1967, 1539 
Surveyor, appointment--1838, 166; 1900, 682 
Surveyor, deputy, appointment--1900, 2167 
Surveyor, election--1857, 350 

 
ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNTY 

Madison County established--1808 
 
ESTATES 
McClelland, Mathew V. L.--1855, 76 
Nimmo, J. F.--1855, 122 
Ragland, George O.--1871, 125 
Sanders, William J.--1855, 112 

 
FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND 
Abolished--1957, 610 
Disposition--1823, 108; repealed--1925, 80 
Regulated--1872, 250; 1888, 547 

 
FIRE PROTECTION 

Volunteer nonprofit fire department and emergency organizations, contributions to--1969, 1886 

Constitutional Amendment 378 (ratified 1978)--County commission authorized to create fire districts. 



GAME AND FISH 
Fish destruction, prohibited--1871, 171, repealed--1874, 598 
Fish, protection--1882, 607; 1884, 358; 1886, 905; 1894, 720; 1898, 625 
Fish traps authorized--1855, 67 
Game protection--1886, 955; 1890, 1204 
Hunting and fishing licenses, convenience fees--(GBLA) 1971, 3034 
Hunting, artificial light used to locate game prohibited--81-252, 335 
Hunting regulated--1890, 1343; 1896, 738; 1900, 608 
Nighttime hunting raccoons and opossums--1953, 182 

 
GAMING 

Card playing--1888, 304 
Pool and billiards--1907, 693 

 
Constitutional Amendment 387 (ratified 1980)--Bingo regulated. 

 
GARBAGE 
Garbage and trash, unlawful dumping--1961, 616 

GURLEY--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

HAZELGREEN--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

HEALTH 
Board of health, fees for certain services--2007-324, 580; amended--2009-387, 711 
Disposition of dead animals, fees--2013-416, 1669 
Massage parlors regulated--1975, 1380 

 
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES 

Construction and maintenance--1884, 671; 1886, 827; 1888, 577; 1907, 51; supervision of construction-- 
1967, 1539 

Engineer, appointment--1967, 1539 
Engineer, office established--1947, 328 
Engineer, required to supervise construction of roads and bridges--1967, 1539 
Gasoline, state tax, distribution--1967, 1539 
Gates on public roads--1865, 490 
Highway and traffic control fund, regulating expenditures--1957, 1009 
Litter, garbage, and trash, unlawful dumping--1961, 616 
Naming of roads and bridges; speed limit authorized--1973, 1390 
Overseers, appointment--1855, 74 
Private property, county commission to maintain--80-643, 1214 
Purchase of roads--1894, 10 
Road and bridge law amended--1849, 405; 1859, 526; 1861, 208; 1886, 948; 1888, 408; 1907, 909; 

1911, 135 
Road naming, speed limits established--(GBLA) 1971, 2478; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1389 
Speed limit, county commission authorized to set--1973, 1390 
Surveyor, appointment--1838, 166; 1900, 682 
Surveyor, deputy, appointment--1900, 2167 
Surveyor, election--1857, 350 
Tonnage of wagons--1896, 1038 



HISTORIANS 
Appointment and compensation--89-759, 1538 
Designation by county commission--(GBLA) 1971, 3064 
Historian established--1978, 579 

 
HOSPITALS 
Ambulance service, operation by public hospital corporations authorized--(GBLA) 1971, 3426; 

amended--(GBLA) 1975, 1418 
Children, mandatory reporting of abuse--(GBLA) 1969, 1683; (GBLA) 1971, 2283, 2514; repealed-- 

(GBLA) 1973, 1403, 1404; 1973, 1454 
Emergency medical service, liability limited--(GBLA) 1975, 1419 
Huntsville Infirmary, county may aid--1896, 491 

 
HUNTSVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
INDIGENT 
Cremation of indigent persons--93-894, 1993 1st Sp. Sess., 179 

 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Constitutional Amendment 191 (ratified 1961)--Acquisition and development of industrial and 
agricultural projects by county and City of Huntsville authorized; bond issue authorized. Amended by 
Amendment 245 (ratified 1965). 

Constitutional Amendment 429 (ratified 1982)--Acquisition and development of industrial parks 
authorized. 

 
JAILS 

Fuel--1868, 437 
Jail store, operation by sheriff--82-376, 551; amended--2019-412 
Tax to construct--1842, 137 

 
JUDICIAL COMMISSION 
Judicial nominees, list for submission to Governor publicized and voted on publicly--96-597, 941 
 
Constitutional Amendment 922, amendment of Amendment 334 as amended by Amendment 607 

(ratified 2016)--Commission created, filing of vacancies, amended. 
 
JUNKYARDS 

Licensing--92-502, 981; amended and repealed in part--93-709, 1372 
 
JURIES 

Commission, additional clerk--(GBLA) 1971, 2310 
Commission, compensation--(GBLA) 1961, 217; (GBLA) 1965, 793; (GBLA) 1969, 1018; (GBLA) 

1971, 2278, 2594; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1381 
Commission, expense allowance--81-1099, 363 
Commission, supplies--1973, 829 
Compensation--1969, 1009; 1965 1st Sp. Sess., 111; 1973, 1382 
Drawing--1821, 10; 1830, 32; 1894, 1127; 1969, 1009 
Grand jury certificates, payment--1896, 902, 1119 
Grand jury circuit court--1907, 433 
Parking for juries, funding from court costs--1975, 313, 2728; 80-485, 755; 80-545, 849; amended--88- 

302, 462; amended--94-563, 1034; amended 99-421, 750 
Parking for jurors, witnesses, courthouse employees--(GBLA) 1969, 1590; (GBLA) 1971, 2275/1971, 
     2537; (GBLA) 1971, 2504, 2nd Sp. Sess.; (GBLA) 1973, 1347 
 
 



Persons excused from service authorized to be called subsequently--1969, 1009 
Separation by consent in felony cases--1969, 1010 
Special venires in capital cases, abolished (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1969, 1009 
Summoning--1866, 489 

 
JUSTICES OF PEACE 

Jurisdiction--1876, 197; 1931, 20; repealed--1936, 46 
Registration of liens of judgment--1896, 248 

 
JUVENILES 

Child protection board--90-695, 1350; amended--94-469, 726; amended--2004-101, 134 
Child protection fund from court costs--90-695, 1350; amended--91-700, 1365; amended--94-469, 726; 

amended 97-601, 1060 
Detention places--(GBLA) 1963, 221; (GBLA) 1971, 2282, 2535; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1340, 1341; 

1973, 1342 
Juvenile court drug abuse prevention fund, established--85-596, 924 

 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Officers’ bill of rights, created--1978, 541 
Seized currency, deposit, disbursement--2013-342, 1203 

 
LAW LIBRARY 
Ad valorem tax for Huntsville-Madison County Public Library System, additional board members, 

referendum--94-395, 652; appointment of additional board members--2020-133 
Court costs in criminal cases to fund--1975, 1073, 1094 
Established--1963, 1051; with librarian--91-336, 654 

 
LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION OFFICE 
Aide authorized--1975, 1431 
Funding--1978, 540, 541; 80-277, 366; amended--83-434, 614; amended--87-394, 564; amended--92- 

522, 1055; amended--97-852, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 140 
 
LICENSE COMMISSIONER 

Boat licenses by mail, issuance--85-315, 221 
Election and compensation--(GBLA) 1971, 3024; amended--98-280, 459 
Procedure re invalid checks--2009-598, 1757 
Reimbursed for monetary loss--81-1104, 368; amended--2004-102, 136 

 
LICENSE DEPARTMENT 
Additional fees for licenses authorized--1971, 3529 
Branch offices authorized--1971, 3501 
Director, election and compensation--(GBLA) 1971, 3024; amended--98-280, 459 
License issuance fee--2005-143, 247 
Motor vehicles, fees for transfer of ownership--1975, 1372 
Motor vehicle, license tags, issuance by mail--(GBLA) 1971, 3024; (GBLA) 80-486, 756; repealed--96- 

794, 1495 
 
LICENSES 
Additional and alternate method of issuance and payment--1967, 1306; repealed--1969, 1007 
Alcoholic beverages license revoked of any establishment that permits certain types of entertainment or 



nudity--98-607, 1337 
Alcoholic beverages license revoked of any private or public establishment located in an unincorporated 

area that permits topless females on its premises--92-242, 590; license required for on-premise 
consumption of alcoholic beverages in like establishment--93-692, 1323 

Attorneys, practice regulated--1898, 1246 
Barbers--1939, 280; 1957, 999; 1965 Sp. Sess., 242; (GBLA) 1969, 1993; (GBLA) 1971, 2342, 2571; 

(GBLA) 1973, 1392; 1978, 443; repealed--(GBLA) 1978, 539 
Baseball or football park--1898, 1247 
Boat licenses by mail--85-315, 221 
Bondsmen regulated--82-355, 510 
Business license tax--1975, 1373 
Dogs--1907, 918; repealed--1915, 486 
Hunting and fishing licenses, convenience fees--(GBLA) 1971, 3034 
Issuance fee--2005-143, 247 
License fee on businesses selling alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption--2011-658, 1748 
Motor vehicle licenses, issuance by mail--(GBLA) 1971, 3024; (GBLA) 80-486, 756; repealed--96-794, 

1495 
Peddlers--1894, 549 
Procedure re invalid checks--2009-598, 1757 
Racetrack--1898, 988 
Tax, refund--1880, 248 

 
LITTER 
Garbage and trash, unlawful dumping--1961, 616 

 
MADISON--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
MASSAGE PARLORS 

Regulated--1975, 1380 
 
MILITIA 

Patrols, tax--1832, 130; repealed--1933, 62 
 
MINES AND MINING 
Regulated--1898, 1804 

 
MOTOR VEHICLES 
Fees for transfer of ownership--1975, 1372 
License tags issuance by mail--(GBLA) 1971, 3024; (GBLA) 80-486, 756; repealed--96-794, 1495 
Licenses, procedure re invalid checks--2009-598, 1757 
Motor vehicle license and registration fees levied, distribution to emergency transportation and medical 

expense--1971, 3529 
 
MUNICIPALITIES 
Alcoholic beverages, sales regulated--(GBLA) 1963, 901; (GBLA) 1976, 970 
Building permits, add’l residential fee--2020-184 
County and city planning commissions authorized to consolidate--(GBLA) 1971, 2356 
Encumbrances against property for public improvements in municipalities--(GBLA) 1971, 2274 
Group insurance plans for retired employees funded--85-598, 927 
School transportation for students in annexed areas--90-251, 308 



Constitutional Amendment 531 (ratified 1990)--Municipalities prohibited from extending police, 
planning or zoning jurisdiction beyond corporate limits. 

 
NASA 
Constitutional Amendment 224 (ratified 1965)--Bond issue for space exhibits authorized. 

NEW HOPE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

NEW MARKET--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

NUISANCES 
Junkyards regulated--92-502, 981; amended and repealed in part--93-709, 1372 
Noise ordinance--2005-104, 155 

 
Constitutional Amendment 934--2018-167 (ratified 2018)--County commission authorized to adopt 

noise ordinance and enforce noise levels. 
 
OWENS CROSS ROADS--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
PARKS 
Parks and recreational sites, county commission to prepare certain sites and property--94-351, 598 

 
PERSONNEL SYSTEM--See CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM 

 
PASSPORTS 
Application fees--80-290, 404; amended--2000-657, 1316 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
County and city planning commissions authorized to consolidate--(GBLA) 1971, 2356 
Regional planning commission authorized--1971, 3035 

 
Constitutional Amendment 531 (ratified 1990)--Municipalities prohibited from extending police, 

planning or zoning jurisdiction beyond corporate limits. 
 
POOLROOMS 
Pool and billiards--1907, 693 

 
POLICE JURISDICTION 
Constitutional Amendment 531 (ratified 1990)--Municipalities prohibited from extending police, 

planning or zoning jurisdiction beyond corporate limits. 
 
PORT AUTHORITY 

Huntsville-Madison County Marina and Port Authority, property conveyed from Huntsville State 
Docks--82-438, 688 

 
Constitutional Amendment 556--94-347, 593 (ratified 1994)--Huntsville-Madison County Marina and 

Port Authority, title to real property conveyed from Alabama State Docks. 
 
PRISONS 

Juveniles, detention places--(GBLA) 1963, 221; (GBLA) 1971, 2282, 2535; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 
1340, 1341; 1973, 1342 



Pretrial release program repealed--1978, 539 
Prisoner release from jail, temporary--1973, 867; 1975, 1045 
Work release program--1978, 530; 80-546, 849; 80-547, 850; 2001-964, 3RD Sp. Sess., 852 

 
PROBATE JUDGE--See COURT, PROBATE 

 
PROPERTY 

Authority to purchase--1876, 159 
Circuit court records--(GBLA) 1971, 2311; (GBLA) 1973, 208 
Encumbrances against property for public improvements in municipalities--(GBLA) 1971, 2274 
Investigation of water resources and geological survey--1957, 580 
Liner, Davis, L. R.--1863, 152 
Occupants of, relieved--1831, 23 
Photograph records--1959, 1156; amended--1973, 830; amended--88-257, 392 
Property exempt from execution--1865, 101 
Record custodian--1959, 1156; amended--1973, 830; amended--88-257, 392 
Record storage at central place provided--1973, 828 
Reduction--1829, 15 
Sixteenth section lands regulated--1829, 27 
Stolen and abandoned, sale by sheriff at auction--81-456, 799; 81-1098, 361 
Tax sales of property, notice, method--1975, 1389 

 
Constitutional Amendment 348 (ratified 1976)--Notification procedure for delinquent taxpayers altered. 

 
PUBLIC WELFARE 
Board, relief funds--1936, 30 
Indigent families, fund--1863, 116 
Paupers, support--1827, 93; 1865, 497 

 
RACETRACKS 

License--1898, 988 
 
RAILROADS 

County may own stock--1851, 224; 1872, 249 
 
RECORDS 
Circuit court records--(GBLA) 1971, 2311; (GBLA) 1973, 208 
Circuit court records destruction--1953, 341; 1973, 208 
County court, authorized to destroy certain records--1973, 207 
Final, completion--1855, 143 
Photograph records--1959, 1156; amended--1973, 830; amended--88-257, 392 
Record custodian--1959, 1156; amended--1973, 830; amended--88-257, 392 
Register, records destruction--1953, 341 
Storage at central place provided--1973, 828 

 
RELIEF ACTS 
Bass, Ann L.--1900, 1769 
Bradley, Mrs. Isabella M.--1873, 149 
Burke, I.--1829, 24 
Burrow, Rosa--1900, 1768 
Butler, W. E.--1936, 68 



Childers, Howard--1971, 295 
Cobb, W. O.--1963, 612 
Coble, R. C.--1949, 391 
Davis, L. R.--1863, 152 
Drake, Mr. Marylyn Stewart--1963, 421 
Figures, Martha--1900, 1768 
Gibson, Sara Hall--1975, 816 
I. Schiff and Company, Inc.--1957, 1008 
James, Mrs. A. E. M.--1871, 345 
Jones, Cyrus, Jr.--1907, 420 
Jones, Thomas W.--1931, 176; 1936, 52 
Karthaus, Antonie H.--1900, 582 
Leftwich, Mrs. A. G.--1872, 144 
Massey, R. B.--1957, 93 
Mathias, Robert--1961, 493 
Morring, J. W.--1956, 92 
Morris, John--1961, 489 
McBride, H. E.--1963, 612 
Nance, Ben, Jr., estate of--1953, 182 
Roper, H. B.--1903, 96 
Simmons, Harold E.--1955, 702 
Smith, J. Allison--1953, 635 
Stafford, Stanley--1976, 888 
Thompson, Charles--1965 Sp. Sess., 257 
Township two--1878, 378 
Vann, Wheeler J.--1961, 493 
Walker, Richard W.--1894, 145 
Watts, Donnie C.--1961, 615 
White, Sammy--1963, 613 
Whiteman, Bob--1959, 68 
Williams, Willie B.--1964, 217 

 
RESCUE SQUADS 
Ambulance service, operation by public hospital corporations authorized--(GBLA) 1971, 3426; 

amended--(GBLA) 1975, 1418 
Emergency medical service, liability limited--(GBLA) 1975, 1419 
Motor vehicle license and registration fees levied, distribution to emergency transportation and medical 

expense--1971, 3529 
Volunteer nonprofit fire department and emergency organizations, contributions to--1969, 1886 

 
RETIREMENT 
Municipalities authorized to fund group insurance plans for retired employees--85-598, 927 
Teachers' retirement system, continued benefits--80-453, 706 

 
REVENUE COMMISSIONER 
Office established, referendum--2013-427, 1704 

 
SALARY COMMISSION 
Study commission established--(GBLA) 1971, 2903, 4185; 79-55, 72; 83-17, 17 



SCHOOLS 
Ad valorem tax for public schools elections validated--92-575, 1197 
Big Spring school district created--1896, 118 
Copeland school district created--1898, 1494 
Districts defined--1878, 149; 1900, 2169 
District No. 1, sales and use tax distribution--82-525, 874; ad valorem tax distribution, referendum--90- 

611, 1121 
Educational survey authorized--(GBLA) 1963, 970; committee created--1963, 1138 
Fisk school district created--1898, 1482 
Hampton school district created--1892, 597; 1898, 422 
Hazelgreen school district created--1888, 703 
Huntsville school district created--1907, 47 
Instruction regulated--1884, 491; 1898, 876 
New Market school district created--1884, 329; 1898, 778; repealed--1900, 1170 
Owens X Roads school district created--1900, 1335 
Sixteenth section lands regulated--1829, 27 
Teachers' retirement system, continued benefits--80-453, 706 
Textbooks--1896, 637 
Textbooks, substitution authorized--1965, 1563 
Transportation for students in annexed municipal areas--90-251, 308 
Trustees, election--1884, 628; 1882, 606 
Van school district created--1900, 319 

 
Constitutional Amendment 149 (ratified 1960)--School District No. 1 property tax levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 304 (ratified 1969)--School District No. 1 property tax levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 320 (ratified 1972)--Bond issue for school buildings authorized. 
Constitutional Amendment 608--96-561 (ratified 1996)--Sales and use tax levied for schools. 

 
SHERIFF 
Bill of Rights established--1978, 541 
Clerical assistance--1951, 831; 1969, 1011 
Compensation--1951, 346, 821; 1957, 236; 1959, 69; 1969, 1011; 1971, 3505; 1975, 814; 79-505, 917; 

82-373, 548; 84-821, 1984 1st Sp. Sess., 253; repealed in part--90-286, 379; amended--97-610, 1072; 
amended--2025-363 

Criminal history background check, fee--2004-260, 360 
Deputies, badge and pistol at retirement--2002-145, 391 
Deputy, additional--1943, 66; 1947, 328; 1963, 535 
Deputy, compensation--1953, 282; amended--1959, 69; 1973, 1409 
Detention officer provided badge and pistol at retirement--2015-373 
Equipment--1947, 327 
Fees established--1853, 65; 1872, 145; 1874, 591 
Fingerprinting, fees distribution--82-375, 550; repealed--84-428, 1006; repealed and replaced--2004- 

261, 361 
Jail store, operation by sheriff--82-376, 551; amended--2019-412 
Juveniles, detention places--(GBLA) 1963, 221; (GBLA) 1971, 2282, 2535; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 

1340, 1341; 1973, 1342 
Pistol permit fees--1975, 1120; amended--92-501, 980; amended--2011-591, 1323 
Pretrial release program repealed--1978, 539 
Prisoner release from jail, temporary--1973, 867; 1975, 1045 
Records, destruction--1953, 341 
Relief--1853, 210 
Search warrants in drug case, execution day or night--(GBLA) 1976, 666 



Service of process, fees--2000-447, 805; 2000-582, 1068 
Stolen property, sale--81-456, 799; 81-1098, 361 
Supernumerary office created--2001-413, 525 
Uniform allowance--1973, 1409; repealed--84-426, 1004 
Uniform allowance for deputy--(GBLA) 1971, 4503; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1409 
Work release program--1978, 530; 80-546, 849; 80-547, 850; 2001-964, 3rd Sp. Sess., 852; renamed- 

2003-157, 462 
 

Constitutional Amendment 694--2000-406 (ratified 2000)--Employees under personnel board. 
 
SOLICITOR, COUNTY--See also DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
Appointment--1884, 675; 1903, 551 
Office established--1907, 398 
Solicitor’s fund (23rd Jud. Cir.)--1973, 1445; amended in part and repealed in part--97-613, 1076 

 
SOLID WASTE 

Garbage and trash, unlawful dumping--1961, 616 
 
SPACE EXHIBITS 
Constitutional Amendment 224 (ratified 1965)--Bond issue for space exhibits authorized. 

 
SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION 
Appropriation of certain revenues--1931, 165 
Election--1882, 606; 1884, 628; 1903, 271; duties and compensation--91-696, 1358 
School District No. 1, appointment by board of education or election, referendum--90-615, 1128 

 
TAX ASSESSOR 

Appointment--1900, 511 
Clerical assistance--1965, 571; 1967, 1320 
Compensation--1869, 310; 1957, 236; 1965, 571; 1975, 1083; 79-505, 917; 84-821, 1984 1st Sp. Sess., 

253; 90-466, 663 
Election--1833, 85 
Expense allowance--1973, 153; 81-384, 570 
Office abolished, referendum--2013-427, 1704 
Office budgetary operations--2004-95, 128 
Office hours--1903, 285 
Poll tax, assessment and collection--1871, 349 
Relief of--1862, 187 
Travel allowance--1975, 1420 

 
TAX COLLECTOR 
Appointment--1900, 757 
Clerical assistance--1965, 571; 1967, 1320 
Compensation--1957, 236; 1965, 571; 1975, 1083; 79-505, 917; 84-821, 1984 1st Sp. Sess., 253; 90- 

466, 663 
Election--1833, 85 
Expense allowance--1973, 153; 81-384, 570 
Office abolished, referendum--2013-427, 1704 
Office budgetary operations--2004-95, 128 
Payment of funds--1821, 114; 1822, 142; 1931, 165 
Poll tax, assessment and collection--1871, 349 



Property accounts, fee--2004-289, 406; repealed on enactment--2004-95, 128 
Reimbursement for monetary loss--2004-102, 136 
Relief of--1822, 103; 1823, 105; 1862, 187; 1871, 407 
Time of collecting taxes, extended--1821, 70 

 
TAXATION 
Ad valorem tax--99-418, 744 
Ad valorem tax for Huntsville-Madison County Public Library System, additional board members, 

referendum--94-395, 652 
Ad valorem tax for public schools elections validated--92-575, 1197 
Ad valorem tax returns by mail--1978, 1826 
American Youth Soccer Organization, Region 498, tax exempt--97-868, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 221 
Beer tax--2003-195, 515 
Dog tax--1907, 918; repealed--1915, 486 
Gasoline tax--1932, 71; 1945, 175; amended--1957, 580; 1967, 1539; 1969, 1208, 1656 
Huntsville Land Trust, Inc., tax exempt--88-813, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 254 
Huntsville-Madison Senior Center, tax exempt--97-868, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 221 
Jails, tax to construct--1842, 137 
Lodging tax--79-604, 1068; 2004-418, 701; amended--2012-442, 1245; amended--2013-2013-322 
Madison Baseball Association tax exempt--97-868, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 221 
Madison Dolphins Swim Team, tax exempt--97-868, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 221 
Mayfair Towers Corporation, tax exempt--84-612, 1252 
Monrovia Parks and Recreation Association, tax exempt--96-750, 1321 
Occupation license tax--1975, 1373 
Optimist Boys Center, Inc., tax exempt--88-380, 568 
Optimist Club of Hazel Green, Inc., tax exempt--89-637, 1248 
Passport applications, fees--80-290, 404; amended--2000-657, 1316 
Patrols tax--1832, 130; repealed--1933, 62 
Peddlers tax--1894, 549 
Poll tax, assessment and collection--1871, 349 
School District No. 1, sales and use tax--82-525, 874; ad valorem tax, referendum--90-611, 1121 
Special property tax--1865, 493; 1868, 417; 1872, 250; 1884, 630 
Tax, refund of license--1880, 248 
Tax sales of property, notice, method--1975, 1389 
Tobacco tax--1959, 1592; 1961, 2047; 1965, 243; 1969, 1897 
Transient occupancy tax--79-604, 1068 
TVA payments in lieu of taxes--79-794, 1451; 80-277, 366; 83-434, 614; amended--87-394, 564; 

amended--92-522, 1055; amended--97-852, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 140; amended--2000-475, 905; 2000- 
587, 1072; 2007-320, 574; amended--2010-108, 142 

Wesco Girls Softball Team, tax exempt--97-868, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 221 
Youth Development Association, tax exempt--97-868, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 221 

 
Constitutional Amendment 149 (ratified 1960)--School District No. 1 property tax levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 304 (ratified 1969)--School District No. 1 property tax levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 348 (ratified 1976)--Notification procedure for delinquent taxpayers altered. 
Constitutional Amendment 455 (ratified 1986)--Local ad valorem tax exemptions repealed. 
Constitutional Amendment 608--96-561 (ratified 1996)--Sales and use tax levied for schools. 
Constitutional Amendment 805--2007-360 (ratified 2008)--Ad valorem tax for schools, equalized in 

those portions of Madison lying in Limestone and Madison Counties. 



TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 
Payments in lieu of taxes, distribution--79-794, 1451; 80-277, 366; 83-434, 614; amended--87-394, 564; 

amended--92-522, 1055; amended--97-852, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 140; amended--2000-475, 905; 2000- 
587, 1072; amended--2006-107, 128; amended--2007-320, 574; amended--2010-108, 142 

 
TREASURER, COUNTY 
Election--1851, 477 
Office abolished--1836, 10 
Payment of certain funds--1880, 247 

 
TRIANA--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
UTILITIES 
Emergency 911 telephone service charges--89-869, 1744 
Gas tank farms, location regulated--2001-108, 129 
Gas tank farms prohibited within certain distance of fire department--99-694, 1999 2nd Sp. Sess., 201 
Gas tank farms prohibited within certain distance of schools--99-700, 1999 2nd Sp. Sess., 210, 2001- 

107, 128 
 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
Volunteer nonprofit fire department and emergency organizations, contributions to--1969, 1886 

 
VOTERS 

Board of registrars health insurance--98-587, 1294 
Election officers, compensation--(GBLA) 1962, 90; (GBLA) 1971, 1530, 2278, 2535; repealed-- 

(GBLA) 1973, 1393; 1973, 1394; 79-660, 1142; amended--88-646, 1031 
Judicial nominees, list for submission to Governor publicized and voted on publicly--96-597, 941 
Poll tax, assessment and collection--1871, 349 
Registration--1951, 514 
Voter lists, compensation for publishing prohibited--2000-661, 1323 
Voting machines authorized and required--1955, 396 
Voting machines procedure when machines are used--(GBLA) 1962, 86; (GBLA) 1971, 2079 

 
WATER AND WATERCOURSES 

Huntsville-Madison County Marina and Port Authority, property conveyed from Huntsville State 
Docks--82-438, 688 

Investigation of water resources--1957, 580 
Pollution, public streams diversion prohibited--(GBLA) 1969, 1591; (GBLA) 1971, 2078; repealed-- 

(GBLA) 1973, 1339 
Ponds, draining--1828, 68 
Sewage system, county commission authorized to purchase bonds--1973, 1484 
Tennessee River Basin, transfer of water prohibited--2006-341, 912 
Well drilling regulated--1963, 503; 1965, 1584 

 
Constitutional Amendment 556--94-347, 593 (ratified 1994)--Huntsville-Madison County Marina and 

Port Authority, title to real property conveyed from Alabama State Docks. 
 
WHITESBURG--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
WILLS--See ESTATES 



ZONING 
Petroleum product tank farm prohibited near school--2001-107, 128 
Planning commission, county and city planning commissions authorized to consolidate--(GBLA) 1971, 

2356 
Regional planning commission authorized--1971, 3035 

 
Constitutional Amendment 531 (ratified 1990)--Municipalities prohibited from extending police, 

planning or zoning jurisdiction beyond corporate limits. 
 

LOCAL LAWS APPLYING TO MUNICIPALITIES OF MADISON COUNTY 

GURLEY 

BOUNDARIES 
Corporate limits altered, referendum--2004-19, 26 

 
CHARTER 
Adopted--1890, 1027 

 
GOVERNING BODY 
Waterworks bonds, issuance authorized--1894, 320 

 
HAZELGREEN 

 

INCORPORATION 
Hazelgreen incorporated--1829, 73 

 
STREETS 
Citizens exempt from working, out-of-town limits--1824, 103; 1829, 73 

 
HUNTSVILLE 

 

AGRICULTURE 
Constitutional Amendment 191 (ratified 1961)--Acquisition and development of industrial and 

agricultural projects by county and City of Huntsville authorized; bond issue authorized. Amended by 
Amendment 245 (ratified 1965). 

 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
Dealers, licenses--1892, 463 
Dispensary established--1907, 19 
Licensing, draft beer--1975, 942 
Prohibition, enacted--1907, 29 
Sale regulated--1973, 1530 
Sunday sales authorized--83-734, 1194 

 
ARTS 
Constitutional Amendment 514 (ratified 1990)--City, appropriation to literary, visual, and performing 

arts. 
 
BANKS 

Relief--1822, 32 



BLUE LAWS 
Sunday sales of alcoholic beverages authorized--83-734, 1194 

 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Adoption of written policy--(GBLA) 1971, 4180; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1400 
Appropriation for capital outlay--1963, 681 
Compensation--96-743, 1305; amended--2000-431, 792; 2000-583, 1069 
Created--1907, 725 
Economic development, funds--(GBLA) 1973, 209 
Election by districts--88-811, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 253; 90-283, 376 
Election of president and vice-president--(GBLA) 1971, 4612; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1350; 1973, 

1444; 1975, 1672 
Election, terms, qualifications, compensation, existing board abolished--(GBLA) 1971, 228, 231, 1530, 

4182; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1407; (GBLA) 1975, 2286; (GBLA) 80-235, 314 
Members, powers--1907, 47 
Public transit system for schools--1975, 1476 
Successor to trustees of Green Academy--2009-377, 700 
Written policies adopted--1973, 1401 

 
BOUNDARIES 
Corporate limits altered--1818, 4; 1819, 108; 1947, 68; 1951, 289; 1953, 334; 1955, 715; 1956, 380; 

1957, 1010; 1959, 103, 105, 108, 109, 113, 650; 1963, 273, 1055; 1965, 156, 363; 1967, 1311; 1971, 
3533; 1973, 863, 976; 82-234, 298; 87-517, 783; 88-643, 1029; 88-934, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 547; 91- 
188, 344; 93-157, 236 

 
CHARITIES 

Constitutional Amendment 514 (ratified 1990)--City, appropriation to literary, visual, and performing 
arts. 

 
CITY CLERK 

Duty to provide statement of encumbrances on real property--(GBLA) 1961, 448 
 
CORPORATIONS 

Fire engine company--1822, 123; 1823, 62; 1829, 45 
Huntsville-Madison County Marina Port Authority, established--1969, 1891 
Library company--1823, 71 
Merchants' Insurance Company of Huntsville--1832, 65; 1833, 92 
Southern Trust Company--1884, 754 

 
COURT, INFERIOR 

Clerk, compensation--1951, 219; 1953, 228; 1956, 363; 1957, 1039 
Established--1911, 215; 1923, 32 
Judge, election and compensation--1951, 219; 1957, 1039 

 
COURT, MUNICIPAL 

Established--1866, 225; repealed--1868, 80; 1868, 498; repealed--1869, 30, 218 
Pretrial diversion program authorized--2013-356. 1277 

 
COURT, RECORDERS 
Established--1973, 1346 



Presiding and deputy judge appointed--(GBLA) 1965, 2nd Sp. Sess., 23; (GBLA) 1971, 2258, 2272; 
(GBLA) 1973, 1346 

 
COURTHOUSE 
Fence around, interference with--1898, 225 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Bond issue--1961, 127 
 

Constitutional Amendment 191 (ratified 1961)--Acquisition and development of industrial and 
agricultural projects by county and City of Huntsville authorized; bond issue authorized. Amended by 
Amendment 245 (ratified 1965). 

 
FIRE PROTECTION 

Law enforcement and fire fighters bill of rights--1978, 541 
 
GAME AND FISH 
Hunting and fishing license, additional fees authorized--1971, 3034 

 
GAMING 

Lottery authorized--1827, 152 
Masonic lottery--1822, 134 

 
GOVERNING BODY 
Bonds, issuance authorized--1866, 23, 228; 1874, 605, 606; 1884, 778; 1886, 792; 1890, 340; 1896, 491; 

1898, 25, 272; 1900, 1391; 1903, 205; 1949, 691; 1961, 127, 575 
City council, election by districts--88-811, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 253 
City council, powers--1882, 330 
City council, rewards, authority to pay--82-237, 301 
City manager, employment--1945, 66; repealed--1961, 275 
Commission form of government, additional commissioners--1819, 108 
Commission form of government, adoption--(GBLA) 1961, 2192; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 2374 
Commission form of government, procedure for adoption--1961, Sp. Sess., 2192; repealed--1971, 2274 
Election--1956, 288 
Electric utility boards authorized to expend funds without prior consent of governing body--(GBLA) 

1969, 2287; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 2663; (GBLA) 1971, 1661, 2249; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 
1399 

Gas utility boards authorized to expend funds without prior consent of governing body--(GBLA) 1969, 
2288; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 2267; (GBLA) 1971, 1652, 2250; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1396 

Mayor and council, appointment of administrative assistant--(GBLA) 1971, 1453 
Mayor and council, election--1961, 407; 1961, 827; 1963, 870; 1965 Sp. Sess., 302; 1971, 2273; 

repealed--1961, 407; 1963, 870; 1965, 302 
Mayor and council, election and term, qualifying fees--(GBLA) 1961, 407; (GBLA) 1963, 871; (GBLA) 

1965, 164; (GBLA) 1971, 1453; repealed--(GBLA) 1965, 164; (GBLA) 1971, 2266, 2273 
Mayor and council, powers--1882, 330; 1965 Sp. Sess., 302 
Mayor, election, compensation, duties, powers--(GBLA) 1961, 407; (GBLA) 1963, 870, 871; (GBLA) 

1965 Sp. Sess., 302; (GBLA) 1969, 227; (GBLA) 1971, 1453, 2273 
Powers--1949, 724; repealed--1961, 2051 
Sunday sales of alcoholic beverages authorized--83-734, 1194 
Waterworks utility boards authorized to expend funds without prior consent of governing body-- 

(GBLA) 1969, 2286; (GBLA) 1971, 1659, 2268; (GBLA) 1971, 2269; (GBLA) 1973, 1395 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Historic preservation--(GBLA) 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 136; (GBLA) 1971, 1653, 2251 

 
HOSPITALS 

Infirmary, county aid for--1896, 519 
 
HOTEL SERVICES 
Acquiring property for use in furnishing--1956, 240; 1957, 620 

 
HOUSING AUTHORITY 
Power of eminent domain subject to approval by governing body of municipality--2012-411, 1121 

 
INCORPORATION 

Huntsville incorporated--1827, 140; 1828, 52; 1833, 142; 1843, 153; 1843, 153; 1844, 3; 1863, 174; 
1868, 357; 1869, 412; 1870, 139; 1875, 326; 1888, 216, 344; 1890, 695; 1892, 673; 1896, 383 

 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 
Election--1831, 36 

 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
Law enforcement and fire fighters bill of rights--1978, 541 

 
LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION OFFICE 
Funding--1978, 541 

 
LIBRARIES 

Ad valorem tax for Huntsville-Madison County Public Library System, referendum--94-395, 652 
 
LICENSES 
Hunting and fishing license, additional fees authorized--1971, 3034 

 
LOTTERY 
Lottery authorized--1827, 152 
Masonic lottery--1822, 134 

 
MARINA-PORT AUTHORITY, HUNTSVILLE-MADISON COUNTY MARINA AND PORT 

AUTHORITY 
Property conveyed from Huntsville State Docks--82-438, 688 

 
Constitutional Amendment 556--94-347, 593 (ratified 1994)--Huntsville-Madison County Marina and 

Port Authority, title to real property conveyed from Alabama State Docks. 
 
NUISANCES 
Public nuisances, lien on property for costs of abatement--(GBLA) 1971, 2269 

 
PARKING 

Off-street facilities--(GBLA) 1965 Sp. Sess., 119; (GBLA) 1971, 1647; (GBLA) 1971, 2266 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
Authorized--(GBLA) 1963, 900; (GBLA) 1965, 795; (GBLA) 1971, 1660, 2251; (GBLA) 1971, 2267; 



(GBLA) 1973, 1384, 1385 
Established--1973, 1385 
Members--1975, 1489 

 
PLUMBERS 
Practice regulated--1971, 2933 

 
PROPERTY 

Ceded to United States--1886, 60 
 
RAILROADS 

Passenger excursion trains--88-815, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 255 
 
RELIEF ACTS 
Banks--1822, 32 
Guards--1833, 143 

 
SCHOOLS 
Ad valorem tax levy approved, referendum--83-730, 1183 
Colored Normal School established--1873, 179 
Female Academy, tax exempt--1831, 31 
Vocational-Technical, appropriation--1963, 681 

 
STREETS 
Guards exempt from working--1830, 55 
Sidewalks, improvement and repair--1890, 1138 

 
SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS 

Sunday sales of alcoholic beverages authorized--83-734, 1194 
 
TAXATION 
Ad valorem taxes levied for public school purposes, equalized and modified--2019-264; 2019-372 
Ad valorem tax for Huntsville-Madison County Public Library System, referendum--94-395, 652 
Ad valorem tax levy approved, referendum--83-730, 1183 
Female Academy, tax exempt--1831, 31 
Recent incorporated areas, tax exempt--1947, 34 
Sales and use tax--(GBLA) 1965, 414; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 2257 
Special property tax--1868, 397; 1876, 246; 1949, 691; 1963, 923 
Tobacco tax--1962, 110 

 
Constitutional Amendment 8 (ratified 1920)--Special property tax levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 80 (ratified 1949)--Property tax for education levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 218 (ratified 1963)--Property tax for education levied. Amended by 

Amendment 407. 
Constitutional Amendment 305 (ratified 1969)--Property tax for education levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 407 (ratified 1982)--Amends Amendment 218. 

 
UTILITIES 
Electric utility boards authorized to expend funds without prior consent of governing body--(GBLA) 

1969, 2287; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 2663; (GBLA) 1971, 1661, 2249; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 
1399 



Gas utility boards authorized to expend funds without prior consent of governing body--(GBLA) 1969, 
2288; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 2267; (GBLA) 1971, 1652, 2250; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1396 

Utility board, retired employees compensation--98-307, 517; amended--99-177, 203 
Waterworks utility boards authorized to expend funds without prior consent of governing body-- 

(GBLA) 1969, 2286; (GBLA) 1971, 1659, 2268; (GBLA) 1971, 2269; (GBLA) 1973, 1395 
 
ZONING 
Planning committee created--1973, 1385 
Planning committee members--1975, 1489 
Zoning board of adjustment established--(GBLA) 1976, 971 

 
MADISON 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
Licenses--1967, 928 
Sale regulated, referendum--94-781, 1994 1st Sp. Sess., 69 

 
BOUNDARIES 
Corporate limits altered--1959, 65; 90-696, 1351 
Method of altering provided--1965 Sp. Sess., 81; 1965, 375 

 
GOVERNING BODY 
Alcoholic beverages sale regulated, referendum--94-781, 1994 1st Sp. Sess., 69 
Quarry blasting regulated by city council--89-835, 1669 

 
HISTORICAL PRESERVATION 

Districts established--87-411, 605 
 
NUISANCES 

Overgrown grass and weeds; abatement procedures; liens--2016-205 
 
TAXATION 
Ad valorem tax increased, referendum--2005-144, 248; referendum--2012-418, 1130 
Ad valorem tax increased for public educational purposes, referendum--2019-88 
Ad valorem tax, referendum--93-548, 903 

 
Constitutional Amendment 805--2007-360 (ratified 2008)--Ad valorem tax for schools in those portions 

of Madison lying in Limestone and Madison Counties. 
 
NEW HOPE 

 

BOUNDARIES 
Corporate limits altered--1965, 600; 81-753, 1278; 81-1172, 457; 2025-362 

 
NEW MARKET 

 

INCORPORATION 
New Market incorporated--1837, 38; 1939, 17 



OWENS CROSS ROADS 
 

BOUNDARIES 
Corporate limits altered, deannexed--2009-766, 2346; deannexed--2019-365 

 
TRIANA 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
Sale regulated--1859, 527; 1865, 497; 1975, 1296 

 
TAXATION 
Ad valorem tax increased for public educational purposes, referendum--2019-51 

 
BOUNDARIES 
Corporate limits altered-2001-703, 1561 

 
CONSTABLES 
Powers--1828, 37 

 
INCORPORATION 
Triana incorporated--1819, 113; 1820, 110; 1826, 91 

 
SCHOOLS 
Academy established--1831, 90 
Trustees, election--1828, 37 

 
TAXATION 
Ad valorem tax, referendum--93-563, 943; repealed--99-418, 744 

 
WHITESBURG 

 

INCORPORATION 
Whitesburg incorporated--1824, 85; 1827, 118 

 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

 
BINGO 
Constitutional Amendment 387 (ratified 1980)--Bingo regulated. 

 
BONDS 
Constitutional Amendment 224 (ratified 1965)--Bond issue for space exhibits authorized. 
Constitutional Amendment 320 (ratified 1972)--Bond issue for school buildings authorized. 

 
CEMETERIES 
Constitutional Amendment 520 (ratified 1990)--County commission authorized to excavate human 

graves. 
 
CHARITIES 

Constitutional Amendment 514 (ratified 1990)--Huntsville, appropriation to literary, visual, and 
performing arts. 



COUNTY OFFICERS 
Constitutional Amendment 135 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

certain county officials. 
Constitutional Amendment 771--2004-543 (ratified 2004)--Supernumerary offices abolished, 

participation in employees’ retirement system. 
 
COURT COSTS 

Constitutional Amendment 105 (ratified 1954)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs. 
 
COURT, CIRCUIT 

Constitutional Amendment 334 (ratified 1973)--Judicial commission established, procedure for filling 
vacancies of judges. Amended by Constitutional Amendment 607--96-397 (ratified 1996)--Judicial 
commission established, procedure for filing vacancies of judges. 

 
COURT DISTRICT 
Constitutional Amendment 334 (ratified 1973)--Judicial commission established, procedure for filling 

vacancies of judges. Amended by Constitutional Amendment 607--96-397 (ratified 1996)--Judicial 
commission established, procedure for filing vacancies of judges. 

 
COURT, PROBATE 

Constitutional Amendment 135 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 
probate judge. 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Constitutional Amendment 191 (ratified 1961)--Acquisition and development of industrial and 
agricultural projects by county and City of Huntsville authorized; bond issue authorized. Amended by 
Amendment 245 (ratified 1965). 

Constitutional Amendment 245 (ratified 1965)--Amends Amendment 191 (ratified 1961). 
Constitutional Amendment 429 (ratified 1982)--Acquisition and development of industrial parks 

authorized. 
Constitutional Amendment 759--2003-187 (ratified 2004)--Acquisition and development of industrial 

parks authorized. 
 
FIRE PROTECTION 

Constitutional Amendment 378 (ratified 1978)--County commission authorized to create fire districts. 
 
JUDICIAL COMMISSION 
Constitutional Amendment 922 (ratified 2016), amendment of Amendment 334 as amended by 

Amendment 607--2017-273 (ratified 2016)--Commission created, filing of vacancies. 
 
MADISON 
Constitutional Amendment 805--2007-360 (ratified 2008)--Ad valorem tax for schools, equalized in 

those portions of Madison lying in Limestone and Madison Counties. 
 
MUNICIPALITIES 

Constitutional Amendment 531 (ratified 1990)--Municipalities prohibited from extending police, 
planning or zoning jurisdiction beyond corporate limits. 

 
NASA 
Constitutional Amendment 224 (ratified 1965)--Bond issue for space exhibits authorized. 



NUISANCES 
Constitutional Amendment 849--2010-382 (ratified 2010)--Procedure for declaring dogs dangerous, 

providing penalties, authorized. 
Constitutional Amendment 862--2011-352 (ratified 2012)--Procedure for humanely destroying or 

properly enclosing a dog declared dangerous, immunity for county officers, penalties. 
Constitutional Amendment 934--2018-167 (ratified 2018)--County commission authorized to adopt 

noise ordinance and enforce noise levels. 
 
PORT AUTHORITY 
Constitutional Amendment 556--94-347, 593 (ratified 1994)--Huntsville-Madison County Marina and 

Port Authority, title to real property conveyed from Alabama State Docks. 
 
SCHOOLS 
Constitutional Amendment 608--96-561(ratified 1996)--Sales and use tax levied for schools. 

 
SHERIFF 
Constitutional Amendment 694-2001-406 (ratified 2000)--Employees, under personnel board. 

 
SPACE EXHIBITS 
Constitutional Amendment 224 (ratified 1965)--Bond issue for space exhibits authorized. 

 
TAXATION 
Constitutional Amendment 8 (ratified 1920)--Huntsville, special property tax levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 80 (ratified 1949)--Huntsville, property tax for education levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 149 (ratified 1960)--School District No. 1 property tax levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 218 (ratified 1963)--Huntsville, property tax for education levied. Amended 

by Amendment 407. 
Constitutional Amendment 304 (ratified 1969)--School District No. 1 property tax levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 305 (ratified 1969)--Huntsville, property tax for education levied. 
Constitutional Amendment 348 (ratified 1976)--Notification procedure for delinquent taxpayers altered. 
Constitutional Amendment 407 (ratified 1982)--Huntsville, amends Amendment 218. 
Constitutional Amendment 455 (ratified 1986)--Local ad valorem tax exemptions repealed. 
Constitutional Amendment 608--96-561(ratified 1996)--Sales and use tax levied for schools. 
Constitutional Amendment 805--2007-360 (ratified 2008)--Ad valorem tax for schools, equalized in 

those portions of Madison lying in Limestone and Madison Counties. 
Constitutional Amendment 841--2010-37 (ratified 2010)--Occupational tax prohibited. 

 
 

DECATUR COUNTY 
(Territory absorbed by Jackson and Madison Counties, 1821-1823) 

 
BOUNDARIES 
Altered--1822, 89 

 
COUNTY SEAT 

Location--1821, 73, 80, 112; 1823, 84 
 
COURT, CIRCUIT 

Time of holding--1821, 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ELECTIONS 
  Legalized--1822, 34 
Precincts defined--1821, 67; 1822, 90; 1823, 9 

 
ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNTY 

Decatur County abolished--1825, 15 
Decatur County created--1821, 72 

 
MADISON, CITY OF 

Ad valorem tax for schools, equalized in those portions of Madison lying in Limestone and Madison 
Counties--2007-360, 643 

 
TAXATION 
Ad valorem tax for schools, equalized in those portions of Madison lying in Limestone and Madison 

Counties--2007-360, 643 
Tax authorized--1821, 74 
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