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Academic Growth & Achievement

College, Career, & Workforce Ready

ALABAMA ACHIEVES – STRATEGIC PLAN 

Safe & Supportive Learning Environment

Highly Effective Educators

Engagement



1. Will it help our students become better readers?

2. Will it help our students be better prepared for 
success in Algebra?

3. Will it help our students become more productive, 
responsible citizens when they graduate and enter 
the workforce?

Every Child.
Every Chance.
Every Day.

Fundamental Questions



Strategy.
Focus.
Investment.



ACHIEVEMENT on a whole new level

Alabama has the largest increase in 4th grade 
mathematics and is now ranked 32nd – the 
highest ranking ever for Alabama – on the 
NAEP, the nations report card

Alabama ranks 1st among states in 
Math Recovery between 2019 and 2024.

Alabama is the only state in the nation to 
earn a “Strong” rating for improving math 
instruction on the report published by the 
National Council on Teacher Quality.  

Alabama was selected by Harvard 
University’s Center for Education Policy 
Research to be a part of  their Inaugural 
Cohort of  States Leading States.



ACHIEVEMENT on a whole new level
Alabama’s high school graduation rate 
is 92% - one of  the highest in the nation
– and the College and Career Readiness 
Rate increased by 3.68 points to 88% -
an all-time record for the state.

Alabama Seniors earning college credit 
has doubled since 2019.

Alabama has the lowest percentage of  
chronic absenteeism in the nation. 

Alabama is ranked top 5 in nation for 
Computer Science.

Alabama has earned an 87 on the State 
Report Card – our highest score ever.



ACHIEVEMENT on a whole new level

Alabama ranks 3rd in the nation for Reading 
Recovery between 2019 and 2024.

Alabama was chosen as the 1st state in the 
nation to host the National Summer Learning 
Association’s Summer Solutions Leadership 
Forum – outside of  the DC Metro Area– for the 
innovative efforts and investments to close the 
summer gap and prevent the summer slide 
through summer reading and math camps.

Alabama was invited to the George W. Bush 
Institute’s Governors Forum on Reading to 
share with other states what is working well 
in efforts to improve literacy for America’s 
children. 

Alabama was invited to speak on a panel at the 
Reagan Institute Summit on Education.



ACHIEVEMENT on a whole new level



ACADEMIC GROWTH & ACHIEVEMENT
ACHIEVEMENTS



ACADEMIC GROWTH & ACHIEVEMENT
ACHIEVEMENTS



ACHIEVEMENTS
ACAP 
Grade 3 Reporting Categories
 2023 & Beyond: Phonological 

awareness/phonemic awareness, phonics, 
fluency, vocabulary, reading comprehension

100% of 3rd Graders are Reading On or Above Grade Level
• Orange Beach City Schools 
• Satsuma City Schools
• Princeton School in Birmingham City
• Fleeta School in Covington County
• Kilby Laboratory School in Florence City
• Eura Brown Elementary School in Gadsden City
• Monte Sano Elementary School in Huntsville City
• Eichold-Mertz School of Math and Science in Mobile 

County
• WH Council Traditional School in Mobile County
• Bear Exploration Center in Montgomery County
• Forest Avenue Elementary School in Montgomery 

County
• Macmillan International school in Montgomery 

County
• Chatom Elementary School in Washington County

95% of  3rd Graders in 22 other Districts are Reading on or Above Grade 
Level



FY27 Board Request
(October 2025)

FY27 Governor’s 
Recommended

ACCESS –Distance Learning $ 26,014,400 $26,000,000

Advanced Placement $ 14,500,000 $13,500,000

Alabama Numeracy Act $ 114,000,000 $114,000,000

AMSTI $ 38,799,318 $38,799,318

Alabama Reading Initiative $ 112,850,000 $112,850,000

K-3 Reading Coaches $ 36,800,000 $36,800,000

Struggling Readers Beyond Grade 3 $ 52,000,000 $45,000,000 (Supplemental)

English Learners $ 4,000,000 $4,000,000

Gifted Students $ 1,675,000 $1,675,000

Special Education Certified Behavioral Analyst $ 13,500,000 $13,500,000

Special Education Pre-School $ 30,000,000 $30,000,000

Student Assessment $ 28,800,686 $20,405,117

ACADEMIC GROWTH
& ACHIEVEMENT



COLLEGE, CAREER, & WORKFORCE READY
ACHIEVEMENTS



COLLEGE, CAREER, 
& WORKFORCE READY

FY27 Board Request
(October 2025)

FY27 Governor’s 
Recommended

Arts Education $ 2,000,000 $2,000,000

Career Tech Initiative $ 53,747,239 $38,747,239

Computer Science for Alabama (CS4AL) $ 7,000,000 $7,000,000

Jobs for Alabama Graduates $ 9,550,742 $7,050,742



SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
ACHIEVEMENTS



Facility Safety Inspections 
 156 Safety Inspections (26 Districts)

School Safety Platform
 Contract Signed
 Regional Safety Trainings during March 
Features include:
 Web-Based Emergency Operations Plan and School 

Safety Plan Management
 School Safety Tracking and Observation Tools
 Mobile Maintenance Work Order and Safety 

Management Tool

*ALEA is now responsible for School Mapping

SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT



SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE 
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

FY27 Board Request
(October 2025)

FY27 Governor’s 
Recommended

Mental Health Service Coordinator Program $ 7,650,000 $7,650,000

School Nurses $ 94,556,877 $96,448,015

Transportation $ 615,398,017 $586,223,644

School Safety, Security, & Climate $ 52,916,000 $16,200,000 
Plus $50,000,000 Supplemental

Alabama Multi-Tiered System of  Supports $ 2,500,000 $2,000,000



HIGHLY EFFECTIVE EDUCATORS
ACHIEVEMENTS



HIGHLY EFFECTIVE
EDUCATORS

FY27 Board Request
(October 2025) FY27 Governor’s Recommended

Math & Science Teacher Salary Matrix (TEAMS) $ 87,000,000 $72,000,000

Special Education Stipend $ 8,150,000 $7,904,000

Principal Leadership Mentoring Act $ 33,205,115 $33,205,115
Speech Pathologist Stipend $ 900,000 $725,000
CALT Stipend $ 600,000 $600,000

Online High-Speed Teacher Certification Portal $ 700,000 $450,000

Alabama Teacher Observation Tool (ATOT) $ 1,000,000 $1,000,000



ENGAGEMENT
ACHIEVEMENTS



Phones in Focus Survey

64.1% of  Schools have responded 



FY26 Governor’s Recommended

Supplemental FY26 Governor’s Recommended – Supplemental 

School Safety Grants $50,000,000

CCR Grants $20,000,000

Charter School Grants $10,000,000
Summer and Afterschool Programs $30,000,000
Struggling Readers Beyond Grade 3 $45,000,000

CTE Equipment $15,000,000

Fleet Renewal $66,511,023

A&T FY26 Governor’s Recommended  

A&T $624,900,000



@egmackey@DrEricMackey@DrEricMackey
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