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Section 17-1-2 (6)

CANVASSING BOARD;

In all elections except primary elections, the canvassing board consists of the judge of probate,
circuit clerk, and sheriff of the county. In primary elections, the county executive committee of the party
is the canvassing board for the primary of the party.

Section 17-12-15

Time and manner of canvassing.

On the second Friday next after the election, at the hour of 12:00 noon, the sheriff, in
person or by deputy, and the judge of probate and the clerk of the circuit court shall assemble at
the courthouse; and if there is no such judge or clerk, or if either of them fails to attend, or if
either of them is interested by reason of having been a candidate at such election, his or her place
must be supplied by a respectable elector of the county, appointed by the board hereinbefore
provided for the appointing of the inspectors in the various voting places for the election, at the
time of appointing the election inspectors, and if the appointing board fails to provide for such
member or members, or if any member or members as herein provided should fail to attend at the
time and place herein mentioned, the sheriff shall supply such deficiency by a respectable elector
of the county; and if all such officers are of the same political party, then the sheriff must
summon three reputable electors of the county, who are members of the opposite political party
who are qualified electors, to attend at such time and place; and, in the presence of such other
persons as choose to attend, the board shall make a correct statement from the returns of the
votes from the several voting places of the county of the whole number of votes given therein for
each officer, and the person to whom such votes were given.

Section 17-12-16
Certification of results

Immediately after ascertaining the results of an election for county officers, including
members of the House of Representatives of the Legislature, the canvassing board must make in
writing a public certification of the result, stating the name of each officer elected and the office
to which elected. The certification must be signed by at least two of the members of the
canvassing board and must be published by filing the original in the office of the judge of
probate, by posting a copy thereof at the courthouse door, and by immediately transmitting a
copy to the Secretary of State by fax or electronic transmission. The original certificate shall be
recorded by the judge of probate in a book to be provided for the purpose; and the record, or a
duly certified copy thereof, shall constitute prima facie evidence of the result of the election and
the certification thereof as provided by law.



Section 17-13-17

Canvass, tabulation, and declaration of results.

The county executive committee of the party or parties participating in the primary
election shall meet at the courthouse of its county, not later than noon on Tuesday next following
the primary election, and receive the returns, canvass and tabulate the same, by precincts, and
publicly declare the results thereof. The chair of each county executive committee shall
forthwith, and not later than noon on the Wednesday eight days following the primary election,
certify and return to the chair of the state executive committee a statement and tabulation, by
precinets, of the result of the primary election and of the number of votes received by each
candidate therein for office, except candidates for county office. Not later than noon on the
Friday 10 days following such primary election, the state executive committee, or such
subcommittee thereof as may have been appointed by the chair thereof for such purpose, shall
meet at the State Capitol in Montgomery and receive the returns, canvass and tabulate the same
by counties, and publicly declare on that day the results thereof as to all candidates for office
therein, except candidates for county office, which results shall be final. The state executive
committee or such subcommittee as provided in this section shall also provide the Secretary of
State with the primary election returns by precincts according to county on a form authorized by
the Secretary of State on the Friday 10 days following the primary election, county and
municipal returns excepted.

Section 17-13-18

Candidate with majority of votes declared nominee of party; second primary election;
certification of results.

(b) If no candidate receives a majority of all of the votes cast in such primary election for
any one office or offices for the nomination to which there were more than two candidates, then
there shall be held a second primary election on the sixth Tuesday following the primary
election, and the chair of the state executive committee shall certify to the Secretary of State,
immediately upon the completion of such canvass, the names of the two candidates of the party
to receive the highest number of votes in the first primary election for such office or offices,
except county officers, and who are to be voted for in the second primary election. The chair of
each county executive committee shall, immediately upon the completion of such canvass,
certify to the judge of probate of the county the names of the two candidates who received the
highest number of votes in the first primary for nomination to any county office. The Secretary
of State shall, within two business days from the date the certificate is received from the chair of
the state executive committee, certify to the judge of probate of any county where a second
primary election is to be held the name or names of the candidates certified as herein provided by
the chair of the state executive committee. The judge of probate of each county in Alabama shall
in the manner and form as required by this chapter and the general laws of Alabama, have
prepared and printed all election supplies and all ballots to be voted in the second primary
election, which ballots shall contain, under appropriate headings or titles of the offices to be
filled, the names of the two candidates for each office so certified by the Secretary of State and
the chair of the county executive committee, as herein required, as well as such other matters as



are required by this chapter and the general laws of Alabama, on ballots for the first primary
election.

Section 17-10-2(f)

Provisional ballots; certification; tabulation; identification of ballots.

Commencing at noon, Tuesday, seven days after the election, the canvassing board, or in
municipal elections the municipal governing body, in the presence of watchers, shall tabulate provisional
ballots which have been certified by the board of registrars as cast by registered and qualified voters of
the voting places in which such ballots were cast. For the purpose of making election returns of
provisional ballots, provisional balloting results shall be returned and canvassed as a separate precinct
while disclosing all votes for candidates and ballot measures cast in such ballots. The canvassing board
shall certify on a form to be prescribed by the Secretary of State the results of the provisional votes cast
and shall post one copy in a public location within the courthouse, or in the city hall in municipal
elections, and shall seal one copy with the provisional ballots, provisional voter affirmations, inspector or
clerk challenge statements, and certifications of the board of registrars into a sealed container or, in the
case of primary elections, containers designated for each political party for such purpose. Such containers
shall be delivered and remain secured with the other records of the election in accordance with state law.



CANVASSING BOARD PROCESS
PROCEDURES FOLLOWED BY LAUDERDALE COUNTY:

This procedure must be completed prior to the official meeting of the canvassing board. Primary
Elections are canvassed by the political parties. General Elections are canvassed by County
Election Officials.

In Lauderdale County, in a primary election, the Chairman and Secretary of the respective
political parties will meet and certify the results. In a general election, that duty goes to the
Probate Judge, Sheriff, and Circuit Court Clerk.

Seven days after the election, the canvassing board will tabulate the provisional ballots. At the
training school, I instruct the poll workers to put a sticker over the barcode if someone casts a
provisional ballot. This prevents the ballot from being read by the voting machine on Election
Day, but it allows us to remove the sticker and have the machines count the ballots later.





