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By Representative Pettus
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SYNOPSIS:

Under existing law, initial applicants and
certain individuals seeking a renewal for a driver
license are subject to an examination created by the
Alabama State Law Enforcement Agency (ALEA).

This bill would require ALEA to administer all
examinations for securing a driver license exclusively
in the English language.

This bill would also make nonsubstantive,
technical revisions to update the existing code

language to current style.

A BILL
TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

Relating to driver licenses; to amend Section 32-6-3,
Code of Alabama 1975; to require the Alabama State Law
Enforcement Agency to administer examinations for securing a
valid driver license in the English language; and to make
nonsubstantive, technical revisions to update the existing
code language to current style.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. Section 32-6-3, Code of Alabama 1975, 1is
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amended to read as follows
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"§32-6-3
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Every persenindividual who applies for an

(a) (1)
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initial Alabama dxiver'sdriver license issued—by—Ethe
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and successfully pass an examination before the issuance of a
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driverlsdriver license.
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The persernindividual seeking a driver license shall

{2)
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The

apply £eat an ALEA office to take the examination.
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state

examination shall be conducted by +khean officer,
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third-party testing
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A minor shall £urrishprovide to ALEA a certified
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birth certificate and any other documents
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proving identity or authorized presence required by rule
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adopted under Section 32-6-13
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rSecretary of ALEA

=Y

[ NP S
[ = =

£ D14~
[ S U R NI S S W)

-

ot
T

Dt e
11

The

(b) (1)
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the
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providing for the examination—exr—test to be given

55

and

ascertaining,

method and manner of giving the examination,
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reporting the results of the examination, and fe—whe—eguatifies

fe—givethe qualifications for giving the examination.

(2) All written, oral, vision, and driving portions of

the examination administered for purposes of obtaining or

renewing a driver license must be in the English language

only. An applicant may not use a translation dictionary, an

electronic device, or an interpreter to assist with the

administration of the examination.

(3) In lieu of examination by theDepartment—ofPublie
SafetyALEA for the written, oral, vision, and driving portion
of the examination, an applicant currently enrolled or
beginning enrollment in a high school drivers' education class
may submit proof that the applicant has passed the written,
oral, vision, and driving portion of the examination which has
been given by either of the following:

a. A certified driver education instructor at a public
high school who is approved by the State Department of

Education and trained as a £hixrd—pertythird-party testing

agent for the beportment—of Publie SafetyALEA.

b. A driver education instructor at a private high

school who is certified, approved, and trained by +hke

Deportment—ofPublie—SafetyALEA to act as a £hird

13
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sartythird-party testing agent for the Peportment—of Publie

SafetyALEA.
+235c. In no way shall the State Department of Education

be responsible for the approval and training of private high

school driver education instructors as £hird—paertythird-party

v

testing agents for £k pertrent—e—

afetyALEA.
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++The individual administering the examination shall report to

the Secretary of ALEA whether the applicant passed the

examination. The report shall be on a form provided by ALEA.

(c) If the applicant passes the examination, the

applicant shall be given a certificate to that effect, on a

form provided by thebBireeter of Publiec SafetyALEA, by the
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agent—of +the Pireector of Publie Safetyindividual conducting

the examination. The applicant shall present the certificate

to a éxriver'sdriver license office of the depaortmentALEA.

(d) If s—persernthe applicant fails to pass the

examination, no certificate shall be given to the
persorapplicant. No application for an initial Alabama
drisver'sdriver license shall be accepted by a judge of probate
or license commissioner.

(e) (1) A—persernAn individual who seevres—aapplies for

the renewal of a driver license in—the monner providedbylaw

shall not be required to take the examination again unless the

K
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£ Publie—SafetySecretary of ALEA deems it advisable

to require the persenindividual to take the examination, or

L _——

the individual does not comply with the application deadline

provided in Section 32-6-1.

(2) If the =i=szmzase 22 bood e fiofosscs cdloopme S

aerisabtesecretary determines the applicant for renewal must

take the examination, the direetersecretary shall notify the

persernindividual in writing by letter sent to the address
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given on the application of the persenindividual stating the

time and place of the examination at least 10 days before the

date on which the examination or test is given—ef—+the+time—and
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persenRenewal examinations shall be conducted in the same

manner, and the result of the examination ascertained and
reported in the same way, as examinations_that are given to

persensindividuals applying for an initial Alabama

driverlsdriver license.

(f) Failure of a&—perseran individual to appear after

notice to take such an examination or test, or refusal by =

perseran individual to take the examination or test, shall be

grounds for suspension or revocation of the license of the

perserindividual —evy—+thePirecterofPublieSafety. A perserAn
individual +fe—whem——suveh—an amitpatieon—er—testwho is given an

examination wheand fails to pass—the—estamination—-or—+test shall

have his or her license revoked—by—the bireetor—of Public

g;aﬁetfl' "
Section 2. This act shall become effective on October

1, 2026.
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