HB33 INTRODUCED
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By Representative Bolton

REFD: Public Safety and Homeland Security
First Read: 13-Jan-26

PFD: 14-Aug-25
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SYNOPSIS:

Under existing law, license applicants under 19
years of age are required to provide documentation of
school enrollment status and disciplinary points for
application for, or renewal of, a driver license or
learner permit, and in the event of withdrawal from
school, the student's driver license or learner permit
shall be suspended by the Alabama State Law Enforcement
Agency.

This bill would amend the law to remove all
school enrollment and attendance requirements for the
application for, and renewal of, driver licenses and

learner permits

A BILL
TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

Relating to driver licenses; to amend Section 16-28-40,
as last amended by Act 2025-326, 2025 Regular Session, Code of
Alabama 1975, to remove all school enrollment and attendance
requirements for the application for, and renewal of, driver
licenses and learner permits.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:
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HB33 INTRODUCED

113 Ageney—t mpt—the—student—from this secetion—The Jloecal

114 superintendent—of ecducation with +the assistane £ the—<county
115 er—eity—sehoot——attendarnece director oS5 the ease oy ber—ana—any
116 ether—staffor sehool persornnet—or the appropriate—sehoot

117 oftfreialof anv private Sccondary——Sehool;——shatlt—be+the sot

118 s fwhether +the withdrawvat s due—+to—eireumstances—beyond
119 the—controtl—of—+the individual—Suspension—or—cxputsieon—from
120 sehool—erimprisonment i a Jairt—eor penitentinry 5ot —=a

121 B e S e ek e e e

122 4er+++(a) (1) Any individual over 14 years of age who is
123 convicted of the crime of possession of a pistol on the

124 premises of a public school, or a public school bus, or both,
125 under Section 13A-11-72 shall be denied issuance of a driver
126 license or learner permit for the operation of a motor vehicle
127 for 180 days from the date the individual is eligible and

128 applies for a license or permit for the operation of a motor
129 vehicle. Any adjudication as a juvenile delinquent or youthful
130 offender where the underlying charge is the possession of a
131 pistol on the premises of a public school, or a public school
132 bus, or both, under Section 13A-11-72 shall be considered a
133 conviction under this subsection, and the adjudication of an
134 individual as a juvenile delingquent or youthful offender where

135 the underlying charge is a violation under Section 13A-11-72

136 shall be reported to the Alabama State Law Enforcement Agency.

137 (2) If an individual over 14 years of age possesses a
138 driver license on the date of conviction, the Alabama State
139 Law Enforcement Agency, within five days of receipt of a

140 notice of conviction from the court, shall send notice to the
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168

HB33 INTRODUCED

licensee that his or her driver license will be suspended. The
notice shall state that the license will be suspended for 180
days commencing on the 30th day following the date the notice
was sent unless documentation is received by the agency before
the 30th day that the individual was not convicted of the
crime. Upon the appropriate date, the agency shall suspend the
license.

(3) Upon the written request of the individual whose
license is denied or suspended, the Alabama State Law
Enforcement Agency shall afford the individual an opportunity
for a hearing in the same manner and under the procedure used
for other driver license suspensions. If the suspension or
denial of issuance determination is sustained by the Secretary
of the Alabama State Law Enforcement Agency or the authorized
agent of the secretary, upon such hearing, the individual may
file a petition in the appropriate court to review the final
order of suspension or denial by the secretary or the
authorized agent of the secretary in the same manner and under
the same conditions as is provided in the case of suspensions
and denials.

(4) If the conviction is reversed within the 180-day
period, the Alabama State Law Enforcement Agency, upon receipt
of notice of the reversal from the Administrative Office of
Courts, shall reinstate a suspended license and shall accept
an application for a license and shall issue the license
according to law and regulation.

(5) The court shall notify the Alabama State Law

Enforcement Agency of the conviction of an individual over 14

Page 6



169

170

171

172

173

174

175

176

HB33 INTRODUCED

years of age of a crime involving the possession of a pistol
on the premises of a public school or a public school bus, or
both, under Section 13A-11-72 and any reversal of the
conviction. The Administrative Office of Courts may adopt
necessary rules and regulations to implement this notification
procedure."

Section 2. This act shall become effective on October

1, 2026.
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