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ON7RW14-1 03/19/2025 THR (L)THR 2025-1236

A BILL
TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

Relating to Escambia County; to amend Sections
45-27-231, 45-27-231.01, 45-27-231.02, 45-27-231.03,
45-27-231.26, 45-27-232, and 45-27-233, Code of Alabama 1975,
to further provide for the deposit and use of monies by the
sheriff.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. Sections 45-27-231, 45-27-231.01,
45-27-231.02, 45-27-231.03, 45-27-231.26, 45-27-232, and
45-27-233, Code of Alabama 1975, are amended to read as
follows:
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HB601 INTRODUCED

private, public, or governmental entity for the purpose of
service of process, except for warrants for arrest.

+eh—+3(c) (1) In addition to all existing charges, fees,
judgments, and costs of court, the clerk, sheriff, or other
appropriate court official in the criminal division of the
district and circuit courts of Escambia County shall increase
the fees by fifteen dollars ($15) per document requiring
personal service.

(2) In addition to all existing charges, fees,
judgments, and costs of court, the clerk, sheriff, or other
appropriate court official in the civil division of the
district and circuit courts of Escambia County shall increase
the fees by fifteen dollars ($15) per document requiring

personal service.

(3) The court official designated inEsecambiaCouvnty—Dby
law for the respective courts shall collect the additional
service of process fee designated in subdivisions (1) and (2)

and remit the fees collected to the sheriff for deposit in the

fund.
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+#&+(a) In addition to all other charges, fees,
judgments, and costs of court, the clerk, sheriff, or other
appropriate court official in the criminal division of the
district and circuit courts of Escambia County shall collect a
service of process fee of thirty dollars ($30) on each
document requiring personal service of process.

+e)(b) In addition to all other charges, fees,
judgments, and costs of court, the clerk, sheriff, or other
appropriate court official in the civil division of the
district and circuit courts of Escambia County shall collect a

service of process fee of thirty dollars ($30) on each

document requiring personal service of process.

+e>(c) The court official designated inEscambia County
by law for the respective courts shall collect the service of
process fee designated in subsections (a) and (b) and—He)—and

remit the fees collected to the sheriff for deposit in the
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(a) In Escambia County, the sheriff may conduct
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sheriff. The proceeds shall be deposited in the Sheriff's Law

Enforcement Fund.

(b) The provisions of this part are remedial and
curative and any actions taken by the sheriff in conformance
with subsection (a) are ratified and confirmed."

"§45-27-231.03

(a) The Sheriff of Escambia County may charge a fee of
up to fifty dollars ($50) for fingerprinting individuals for
passport identification, employment purposes, or any other
personal reason. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a fee shall
not be charged for fingerprinting performed for law
enforcement purposes or for fingerprinting of an individual
applying for a pistol permit.

(b) All fees collected pursuant to this section shall

be deposited in the Sheriff's Law Enforcement Fund—ra FEsecambia
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(c) The charging of a fee for fingerprinting

individuals by the sheriff, the payment of the fees to the

Sheriff's Law Enforcement Fund—sEseambia—Ceovnty, and the
expenditure of any of the funds for law enforcement purposes
prior to March 8, 2022, are ratified, wvalidated, and
confirmed."

"§45-27-231.26

The proceeds from the sale of property at an auction
conducted under the authority of this subpart, after deducting
and paying all expenses incurred in the recovery, storage,

maintenance, and sale of property, shall be collected by the
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Law Enforcement Fund."

118

"§45-27-232
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The Sheriff of Escambia County may operate a jail

(a)

120

store or commissary for all inmates within the confines of

121

The jail store or commissary shall be

Escambia County custody.
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operated to serve the needs of the county jail population.
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Any and all monies collected under subsection
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Any and all monies collected prior to May 22,
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1997,
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Fund created by this section.
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"§45-27-233
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In Escambia County the fee for issuance of a permit

(a)
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to carry a pistol in a vehicle or concealed on or about the
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shall be twenty

person as provided in Section 13A-11-75,
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which shall be collected by the sheriff.
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Section 2. (a) The Sheriff of Escambia County shall
maintain a fund in any bank located in the county known as the
Sheriff's Law Enforcement Fund.

(b) The monies in the fund may be drawn upon by the
sheriff or his or her designee for legitimate law enforcement,
public safety, or community relations purposes in the county.

(c) The Department of Examiners of Public Accounts
shall audit the fund annually and submit a copy of the audit
to the sheriff within 30 days of the audit's completion.

(d) The fund and the monies in the fund shall not
diminish or take the place of any other source of income
established for the sheriff or the operation of his or her
office.

(e) On October 1, 2025, all monies remaining in the
following funds shall be transferred to the Sheriff's Law
Enforcement Fund:

(1) The Escambia County Sheriff Process Fund
established pursuant to Section 45-27-231, Code of Alabama
1975.

(2) The Escambia County Sheriff Service of Process Fund
established pursuant to Section 45-27-231.01, Code of Alabama
1975.

(3) The sheriff's fund established pursuant to Section
45-27-231.26, Code of Alabama 1975.

Section 3. This act shall become effective on October

1, 2025.
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