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SYNOPSIS:

Under existing law, the State Board of Veterans
Affairs assists veterans in pursuing claims for
military benefits and services to which they may be
entitled from the United States arising from their
military service.

This bill would revise definitions and rename
professional employee positions.

This bill would provide for the appointment of
an executive director to oversee the operation of state
veterans homes.

This bill would repeal redundant code sections.

This bill would also make nonsubstantive,
technical revisions to update the existing code

language to current style.

A BILL
TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

Relating to the Department of Veterans Affairs; to
amend Sections 31-5-1, 31-5-2, 31-5-3, 31-5-4, 31-5-5, 31-5-0,
31-5-7, 31-5-8, 31-5-9, 31-5-10, 31-5-11, 31-5-13, 31-5-14,

31-5Aa-1, 31-5A-2, 31-5A-3, 31-5A-4, 31-5A-5, 31-5A-6, 31-5A-7,
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31-5A-8, 31-5A-9, 31-5A-10, and 31-5A-11, Code of Alabama
1975; to repeal Section 31-5-12, Code of Alabama 1975; to
revise definitions; to rename professional employee positions;
to provide for the appointment of an executive director to
oversee the operation of state veterans homes; and to make
nonsubstantive, technical revisions to update the existing
code language to current style.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. Relating to the Department of Veterans
Affairs; to amend Sections 31-5-1, 31-5-2, 31-5-3, 31-5-4,
31-5-5, 31-5-6, 31-5-7, 31-5-8, 31-5-9, 31-5-10, 31-5-11,
31-5-13, 31-5-14, 31-5A-1, 31-5A-2, 31-5A-3, 31-5A-4, 31-5A-5,
31-5A-6, 31-5A-7, 31-5A-8, 31-5A-9, 31-5A-10, and 31-5A-11,
Code of Alabama 1975; to revise definitions; to rename
professional employee positions; to provide for the
appointment of an executive director to oversee the operation
of state veterans homes; and to make nonsubstantive, technical
revisions to update the existing code language to current
style."§31-5-1

As used under this chapter, these terms sheii—have the
following meanings:

413 (3) DEPARTMENT. The State Department of

YeteranstVeterans Affairs.

2 (1) FHE—SFATE—BOARD. The State Board of

YeteranstVeterans Affairs.

=23 (2) STATE—COMMISSIONER. The State—Servie

Commissieonerchief executive officer of the State Department of

Veterans Affairs.

Page 2



(@]
[}
()]
D
mw
74
E
<
H
™
o
1
M
o

ol o+
TP

ha o
crES

Iz o 3 3
W0 Ty It

+h
(o

VETERAN. &

(4)

57

ayEither of the following

-

o
Tt

rrm ol 1 1
—StaTT—T

T

c

ISR N
T

=}

58

n

e
v oo Ot

.

i 1)
7 WITo——o

fomal
T 1T

ma]
1333 g

Any persernindividuals

a.

59

EIR WA EEE |
T—IrootT

Al ot A
T o cCty

+hor S~ oo nad
crroc T COoOMTrT— oo TToTC oy

wih
Wt

AEERE R
Sy 7

P
L% S U U S v )

60

X7
-

o
=}

Aoz
TTICrC @ i

o
o

SO I IS
T T 1T 1 \,(J.J_J

+h
Tt

o d St
A\ T TITC

e ot
TITCOOS OO0

.
-

2+~ A
TIrctt

RSN
bl o

61

A o+ -+
T T O

A=

a1 o~ + ITTn 1 +
TTT A s e g

WIT T CTTT

n

N
TTIT

LI
wWTr T

Stz
Ty

P I < B P SN EEEV e
oL T C =) \J-LA._L_LJ.lU

1T +
\w 3 e o

+h
CIT

62

N At o~~~ ~
O TSttt gco—C=E

12N
o

haxs
TITr

N o neraera~A A a1 1
o CT o STty oo wWwIrto—oS Tt

el
TITro

63

thoar o
o C I - CIICTIT

oo

JE e T BPNP TR TR N S NE NP I I
IR A me A SRS A S A 3 5 5 S e S 1 5 g m o m S 8

ISR R 2
Tt

=]

g £~
OOttt

Wl
TOO

=

64

or

air,

who served in the active military, naval,

ol ]
[ S & BN g

n

A1 o
ST oToOTT

65

space forces of the United States and who was discharged or

66

released under conditions other than dishonorable.

67

under Title 10

Any individual who is entitled,

b.

68

to retired pay for nonregular service or,

Chapter 1223,

U.S.C.

69

would be entitled under that chapter to retired

but for age,

70

pay for nonregular service."

71

"§31-5-2

72

=The State PepaortmentBoard of

Yeterans'Veterans Affairs with subordinate bureavs—and

N
=

o~ 11
ST

73

74

ais established to

PR AW DN
| 3 i e

-~

.
opTToccT

akh~ 11
[0 15 & i g

WIT T CTTT

wh i oh

no
oy

T o

Ad sz o2
o

75

oversee the State RBeardDepartment of WVeterans'Veterans

76

be composed of a

oo g ot
Toir O oo T

S A

The department shall

Affairss+.

77

rcommissioner and sweh—other officers

n
TT

Comm - o oo
O oo+«

Yz 3 o~
T

T

4y o+
T

78

and employees authorized to be appointed under this chapter+

79

tingwho meet the qualifications prescribed by the steate

m
TTT

S A
[CEaw

80

board."

81

"§31-5-3

82

Affairsboard shall

AW rarn ol
\4 cCTtattS

S d £
(&% g =y W § A\ . -

Q4 o4
[ Sy & ay wy

The

(a) (1)

83

and

as chair,

consistbe composed of the Governor,

84

Page 3



85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111

112

HB103 INTRODUCED

representatives, to serve for a term of four years from the
date of their respective appointments, who shall be selected

from the memberships of the Alabama Department of the American

—Ameriean—War—Veteranss the Veterans

Legion, —+theUnited—Spanst

[0}

of Foreign Wars, the Disabled American Veterans, Yeterans—-ef

WH——of the US Freorporated,—the Vietnam Veterans of America,

AMVETS, the Military Order of the Purple Heart, the American
Ex-Prisoners of War, Incorporated, the Alabama Alliance of the

Military Officers Association of America,—Fre~ Incorporated,

and the Marine Corps Leagues.

(2) £#heThe nomination of the representatives +£eshall be

made by the executive committees or similar governing bodies

of the respective organizations—en—thefollowing—rott —+F
moambaoaral 19~ oo o 4+ T ot A n Ta21 | £ + NS 2N R +h
rerbership—as—= Fosted—oer—daty—F+—ofF—+F SR e R
S Tt 1 1+ 12N ma A 12N 1+ o o v 1 o v v r 7
FepetRTeRT o o—he made -y —EtRe—§6 e = o el C L

there. There shall be one representative from each of the
organizations for the first 7,500 resident members, or
fraction thereof, and one additional representative from each
organization for each additional 7,500 resident members, or
fraction thereof. The total memberships of the respective
organizations shall be determined on July 1 of the year in
which the representatives shall be designated from the state
enrollment of each organization as duly verified for
correctness by the adjutant or a similar officer of the
organization. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the executive

committees or similar governing bodies of the—abeve—naomed

organizations shall each nominate to the Governor three

veterans who are members of the organizations+ for each place

Page 4



(@]
[}
()]
D
mw
74
E
<
H
™
o
1
M
o

on the board to which the organizations are entitled to have a

113

in representative

The nominations shall also include,

nominee.

114

veterans of every war which are included in the

proportions,

115

roord clh=o17 hoss
Ly L& g = w § [N N iy @ s i It v

Th
T It

membership of the organizations.

116

n
Tt

n

n

= o A
orror OTt

oA
L u-l-u,

4+
TTIT

n
T

NN S
o o IT C T T

EENEIN
M=

.
-

bz Srant
L 3J_uLJ.L_,

T CIrorT T Cy

BN

117

Stz
Ty

4+
T

RSN~ <N B~ R < WPk i n
cIrro oCctCTtTOTTy

N
TTIT

1 dad
v oCtr

~

v
=

o o

T OoIrTT o o

ol g~

T

pyay

£ Mmoo
T

baaoit o
oo o

Eat )

o
CAZ311

118

TITg

hasza oy
TITr

oo o +h oA WAl A Tl o
O cCTTCTToro—OT TIt o tC OO o T

n
TT

P NN =SNG O
\JJ—\j(_/LJ.J._LL.(_/LL_,_L

119

o
Tt

oo
[oaw)

S £ e
- J.J.\jJ_

n

PPN T SNPANE S Y
A\ NN iy G R Sy ey - T CIT O T 5K J\J_Y

ol a vt

~ol

ITToC COIra

PN

120

AN N N e
ITYr T TrioTItc .

n

N
T It

oo
O

S g,
\JJ—\jQ/I.J.J._LL:Q/I.k,_L

e -
L/l\_jl.l & npn

L I
LI i g

PPN I e
J_L/Lk,_LJ.l\j

121

The appointing authorities shall coordinate their

(3)

122

appointments to assure that the membership of the board-—shat+

123

gender,

be is inclusive and—refiteet reflects the racial,

124

and economic diversity of

rural,

ra¥raturban,

mrha
(S Ao )

geographic,

125

the state.

126

in conference with the State

The state—board,

(b)

127

naaln £
E=

0 S s s o

ISESN
S

.
T

b
©

shall

ommissioner,

el
T

n
TT

P35 1 g e s e iy

Comm o o o

Iz o
T —

128

el ot on

oo oL

~
T

e saw

]
o

adopt and amend policiess

£
T

L
TT

St
oot

129

ni
ITC OT

Doernoaxritm
[=A ) S ey a2

IO rmman
A I I

oF

+h
. Tt

A £
T

i
1=

o EOSIA X! T
T g A

N
-

0T

130

and rules as may be necessary to carryout

NELS o
[F A W S Sy @ R S S )

P |
L CL IO

4
T

AWA
v

131

this chapter.

132

subject to Section 31-5-¢,

The state—board,

(c)

133

o + 1 Ao vt
O CTT S P TTotCTIrcy

TaL

L3330 B pum np 3 T Ry S A ) A g

males e~ oo

e
[ S U R )

1

roT o 1
=5 (& o e

n

= o~ A
oo

hoxs
Tt

134

a2+
W T CTT

P S I NP NE NI B ~IPNE 2N~ —l SN2\ S B~ =
T Ly i IO 1O O J N iy ey 1T - W LT CTT A

oo

ol o+ 2
\jk/l._L(J.L,_LUJ.lk.)

~
T

m
e T

m
ey

T

135

E N
CTIrTo

1e
=

NS T BN
CotT Ty TIitS

£
- 1

oo Ly

n
TT

m oo
IO

+h o+ o+
CITTr T LT

1 g
TCTE W

PP
o C T O

136

na + 1
To——tctt

oo
TCItr

1
[ =y

2 14
| N

m
TTter

heoavrA 1
I CACAS i  ma & e e

T
T

T o T

ol o

137

r ok a1 1
[ SR R & i g

T.I
W

maled ~~y o~
o9

Thico a1
[ S A e ) J SN U e

£ + 1~
T It

S v 7
TITy

n oo R
A

PR, IR
\jk/l_L(/Lk‘_LUJ.J.;)

+r
T

138

o
T

]
U g

-

£
=

n
TT

11l erod o
lLI.L.A._L\jLA.k_/_L

o A

e
(= A=y =

ni
T

TT

at+r T 2
ST oo T TS T

+ 1
CTt

T~ 1904
T ot

139

1+
Wttt

D | L
- r/ L& e 1T -

o A
[CTEavy

T T e Ny S~ A AN o
THCTr oo oot To

n oo
T o7

R, PR
\jM_LLA.k_/_L

1+
T

140

Page 5



141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167

168

HB103 INTRODUCED

respeet—to—shall adopt rules governing the manner of

performance of all functions and duties of the department and
the various officers and employees—theresf, including the
selection and appointment of all serwiee—commissioners and

assistant commissioners, district managers, and veteran

service officers. At uvtes—and—regulatieons shall—befurnished

+ +h Porannn il R A oo A T S e A s + 1 RS T =Y - 1 o+ £

(=) T . T TTTT = - e (/I.J_\_A., (&% W T TIT (= A3 AT CTT - LA k,J..L, T T 10 O A
1331 o ol 1 1 N P N 2N B BT 2NN I SN NENE Sl S ) Commat 1+ - n for
_L_l_ﬂ_L-k/_L =] [0 N Ny & Ry Sy N O C OO T IO IT oL LS N N N T 1= T o lllt/ LSS i we— T - -

olacaca + 141 licta o171 1 13t~ + ey o~ o

LJ_LM T C1IT _L_L\j_LJ\J_L L 1O Tho [ N i & N S T i S N ) R Sy Wy A\ =y tJ i _— 1T

B
(O
5
m

FJ
]
@®
q
He
(0]

pa

he

regutatiens—The rules—and—regutatieons shall have

force and effect of law and prima facie evidence thereof may
be given in all courts and proceedings by the production of
what purports to be an official printed copy of the
regulations, alterations, repeal, or amendment.
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apply to the government of the United States, or any

subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof, for funds for

the purpose of establishing, #+he—eemeteryoperating, and

maintaining the cemeteries. The department may enter into

agreements with any subdivision of the state for assistance in

operating the eemeterycemeteries. The department shall own the

land on which the eemetery—iscemeteries are located. The

department may accept federal grant funds, funding from state
subdivisions, donations from private sources, and federal plot

allowance payments. All of these funds shall be deposited into
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the—feterans' Veterans Assistance Fund and may be used only

for the establishment, operation, and maintenance of =
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cemeteryveterans cemeteries. The department may

accept suitable cemetery land, in accordance with federal
weterans'veterans cemetery grant guidelines, from the federal
government, state government, state subdivisions, private
sources, and any other source wishing to transfer land for use
as a weterans'veterans cemetery. No funds—witt—be used for
these projects may be from the Education Trust Fund. The State
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rercommissioner may execute deeds and other

H-

instruments of conveyance for the department. Any deed of

cemetery property to the bepartmentof Vetrerans'

Affadrsdepartment prior to August 1, 2012, is ratified and

confirmed.
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state—board or as may—ke—designated by the chair.
4>+ (f) The presence of a majority of the members at any

regular or special meeting of the board shall constitute a

quorum for the transaction of all business.

7 (g) Members of the state—-Dboard shall be entitled to
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a per diem, net B e T e e

to be fixed by the board, and £he—eamovnt—ef—their traveling

and other necessary expenses actually paeid—evtincurred while

LR =
TIT Tt

ttendance—at—theattending meetings of the state—board or

on the business of the state—department.”
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department shall assist rery—veteranveterans of the United

States in presenting and pursuing any credible claim the
veteran may have against the United States arising out of his
or her military service and in establishing the veteran's

right to any privilege, preference, care, er—compensation, or

pension as provided fer—-Dby the Jdaws—oef the United
Statesfederal law or the laws of £he——Stat £+ Alabamathis
state, when the veteran requests assistance. Whernewver—theWhen

a veteran who is applying to a representative of the State

rs—shaott—have—department has
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executed a power of attorney to any weterans'veterans

organization or the American Red Cross, which has entered into

an agreement with the Stete beportment—of Veterans'

Affairsdepartment, the representative shall aseeeptdo all of

the following:

(1) Accept any credible claim or information pertaining

to any claim, right, preference, privilege, compensation,

pension, or application for care from the veteran.

(2) srd—adgviseAdvise him or her as to the proper

preparation of the sameclaim.
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rgeArrange, upon request of the
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veteran, for the further handling, presenting, and prosecuting
of the claim.
(b) Should any veteran making application to the State

Do aritmant+ £ ot
[=A) e = mp ey 13y ¥ e T v 1=

rerns—Aftfet+rsdepartment not have given a

<

power of attorney to any organization to represent the veteran
in handling his or her affairs, the department shall advise
the veteran of the organizations recognized by the Yeterans'

Adma g oo
Tt o

o tratiern—United States Department of Veterans Affairs to

—
T

represent him or her and allow the veteran to make his or her
choice of the organization he or she desires to represent him

or her."
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Service—LCommissienerdepartment, through the commissioner, with

the approval of the State Reoardeof Veterans' Affairsboard, may
contract with any organization of veterans which-—hes
regutarty, for a period of five years next preceding the date
of swehthe contract, has maintained an established committee

or agency rendering simitar—services to veterans, similar to

=5 the services referred to in Section 31-5-4, to perform sueh

serviecethe services for veterans and to process any claims or

matters of veterans who apply to the Stete Pepertment——of

Yeterans' Affairsdepartment for assistance when the veterans

have executed a power of attorney to the veterans'
organization. The department, through the contract, shall

compensate the—sreterans veterans' organizations on the basis

of service rendered, which compensation shall be paid from

sums appropriated to the State beportmentof Veterans!
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Affairsdepartment. No suweh—contract shall be made unless the

n

te—PRoard—of VYeterans'Affairsboard determines—&hat, owing

Sta
to the confidential relationships involved and the necessity
of operating through agencies which the veterans involved will
feel to be sympathetic towards their problems, that the
services cannot satisfactorily be rendered etherwiseother than

through the agency of swehthe—reterarns veterans' organization

and that the best interests of the veterans involved will be

served 1f swehthe contract is made."
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years subject to removal by the state—Dboard for cause. The
commissioner shall be appointed on the basis of education,
ability, and experience in handling veterans' affairs, and

without regard to political affiliations. The commissioner

shall be a resident of the—State—wfAlabamathis state and

shall be a veteran who served on active duty for a period of

60 days or more in the-militervyv—er navetl—Fforees Armed Forces
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tate—Pboard—The State—Serviece Commissieonercommissioner shall
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be the executive and administrative officer of the State
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L Affadrsdepartment, subject to the

)]

&
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authority of the board, and shetl—hove—the power—temay issue

administrative orders and directives to all officials and

employees in the department.

1
(c) The frz=e—eoombeopes o e lopop o

Affairsdepartment, acting through the StateServie

Dl

man
paanany
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+erercommissioner, shall be the designated agency of
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= £ Atebaomathis state to represent the state and its
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veterans before the United States Yeterans'

AaministratieonDepartment of Veterans Affairs+ or any other

agency dealing with the interestinterests of the veteran.

(d) The State—Service Commissienercommissioner, with

the approval of the state—board, shatt
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rpowered—Eemay
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enter into reciprocal agreements with other states uwnder—whiech
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state to veterans who are nonresidents.

(e) The State—Serviece Commissionercommissioner, with

[6)]

the approval of the stete—Dboard, shall appoint all distxriet
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erersassistant commissioners, district managers, and

H-

o
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[0)]

veteran service officers as provided in this chapter, fix

salaries, and establish minimum standards of service. This

power shall be without regard to any limitation established by

law, unless any law passed hereafter shall refer specifically

to a particular officer or employee of the department.
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HB103 INTRODUCED

(f) The State——Service Commissieonercomissioner shall

appoint all eterieatl—andstenographie—personnel in the state

department—arnd—n—atl—eocuvnty—offices as i+s—authorized or may

after—be authorized in the future under the Statestate

Merit System and approved by the State Personnel Board.

(g) The Stete—Serviece LCommissienercommissioner, with

the approval of the state—Dboard, may engage in activities
designed to educate, recognize, and promote the mission of the
board to veterans, the public, potential applicants, and other
public agencies and, in doing so, may incur marketing
expenditures for educational, informational, and promotional
items to be used to further its purposes as determined by the
board."

"§31-5-7

(a) The State—Service—LCommissienercommissioner shall

submit an annual budget to the State Reoardof Veterans'

Affairsboard for its approval en—anrvat—Pbudget—0f all funds
appropriated by the Legislature to the department for the
specific purposes for which they are appropriated+ and also a
budget of any federal funds which may be allotted to the state
by the federal government for the purposes of the department
according to the regulations of the federal authorities. #HeThe

commissioner shall publish annually a full report of the

operations and administration of the department, together with
recommendations and suggestions, and submit sweh—the report to

the sta+te—-Dboard.

(b) T+ o117 W + 1 IAEERE S £ + 1N ot o comm T oo o 2N V‘The
[ S R S & e . CTT STy Tt oo T C Ot T oo T OoOTc T

commissioner +£eshall do all of the following:
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HB103 INTRODUCED

(1) Prepare detailed plans for, and fully develop, a

comprehensive statewide weterans'veterans assistance program.
(2) Cooperate with all other heads of the state
departments in coordinating the plans and programs of state
agencies whiehthat may properly be utilized in the
administration of various aspects of the problems of veterans+

and dependents of veterans, such as the office of the State

Adjutant General, the State Department of Education, the State

Department of Human Resources, the State Department of Labor,

+ 1 Q4 oy Dl oty Do n + 1 [ E SIS Denod £
CIT S C T T J__LK/I.LJ.J.J._LJ.J.\j py L/LJ_\A, 1T [P Sy &> ny w 1 &7y w 5 1

Health+—and any
other state agencies furnishing services to veterans.
(3) Provide a central contact between federal agencies

dealing with the problems of veterans, swveh—asto include the

United States Yeterans' AdministratienDepartment of Veterans

Affairs, the Selective Service System, the Social Security

Administration, the Department of Defense, and other federal

agencies—en—the—one—hand, and the—severat—state agencies
whiehthat may administer £k rrteus—aspects—ef—+the—veterans'
services and benefits—en—Ethk ther.

(4) Maintain central case records of all veterans

seeking services or benefits to create a clearinghouse of

information and facilitate the interchange of information and

case histories among £he——severat—state administrative agencies

and the federal agencies—te—provide aetearinghous =

RN S NE VS SN S n

[ S R A iy R S ) & Ry W - 1T
(o~ O+rheowr A4 2 o £ 4+ o o4 oomma o ooa r o717 N +
\&// C 1T - AT =3 - CIT o OO TTITITT IO WO IO 1T - [ N Y & R S T =
- (b)) Emese e L D oo so oo ool os Become

acquainted, and acquaint

department associates and £ke
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employees, with the +ews,—federal, state, and local+ laws
enacted for the benefit of members of the armed forces,
veterans, and their families+ and dependents.

42+ (6) Collect data and information as—te—theabout

o= = —and

H-

available facilities and services avaz
cooperate with information or service agencies throughout the
state+ to inform members of the armed forces, veterans, their
families+ and dependents, and £khe—military and civil

authorities regarding the existence or availability of all of

the following:

a. Educational training and retraining facilities.

b. Health, medical, rehabilitation, and housing
services and facilities.

c. Employment and reemployment services.

d. Provisions of federal, state, and local laws
affording rights, privileges, and benefits to members of the
armed forces, veterans, and their families, and dependents.

e. Other matters of similar, relative, or appropriate

natures.

R £ N1l o A S SR B T PN NP B =D ~
[ ey &>y wy - I X T OO CTTITTCr VAEEY = - A\ A w § i S LSS B By J.LL_L_L_L\,(_/LJ_j A TTICrC @ i 1 - — D A
+ 1 R rm = o P o £ + 1 T3 + = Q4+ -+ o A1 0 o~ N T v 1T
o C I - L@ i En g § AR W 5 (A = o [=J - CIT |\ N A Sy ey oL [P Sy & =3 \}.L/I.J__LJ.J.% L/Llj.j AR i
ha o~k + 1 I + = Q4+ a a1 nera oA nAa A~ o £ + 1
VA = T 1T oI 1T C A\ 8 (S Sy &> By e TTCOWO T T \,llgug \A, |y aw s TTT TITXT i _—— - CIT
BN VA B NS S T B NP B EE L PN NP PN EEE RN NP — 1N n EENDNE N SN |
LTI A\ O kA.L/I.J__I_J.l\j C1IT r/ L C LTITT =3 W I TTCE T 1T T 1T J_L_/LU_L_Y
diseharged—fromsveh servieer and their relatives,
beneficiaries, and dependents +—te—+eeceivein receiving from

the United States and this state aay—arnd—all compensation,

pensions, hospitalization, insurance, education, employment,
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or any other aid or benefit to which they may

loan guarantees,
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be or may become entitled under existing laws of the United
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Where the circumstances do not justify establishing
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with the
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a separate office in each county,
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shall establish service areas in the

approval of the board,
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service office for each service area in a location most

advantageous to the veterans within each area.

(c) The commissioner, with the approval of the board,

shall establish districts within the state, containing one or

more counties or service areas, and shall appoint district

managers to manage or assist veteran service officers.

District managers appointed under this section shall be

selected in the same manner and possess the same

qualifications as veteran service officers."
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Adabama— (a) The commissioner shall have a seal of office and,

along with each assistant commissioner, district manager, and

veteran service officer, shall subscribe and execute an oath

before entering into the duties of his or her office.

(b) The commissioner shall designate employees to

become notaries public who may administer oaths to any

individual swearing to the correctness of any statement made

in connection with any application for compensation,

hospitalization, insurance, pension, or any other service,

aid, or benefit to which the individual, or any other

individual on whose behalf any statement is made, may be or

may become entitled under existing federal law or laws of this

state."
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maintain a service office staffed by an assistant serviece

commissioner, veteran service officer, or district manager,
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employees of the department, as provided fer—under—in this

chapter, and office, travel, and other expenses incidental to
the proper establishment, operation, and maintenance of the

department, er—eoffices—ofdistrictor—county servie

commissioners—o0r other offices established by the State

Serviece Commissionercommissioner, as provided fer—wunder—in

this chapter, may be paid by the State of Alabama+ from the
State General Funds;.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), preovided—howevers

fhat—each county in—+the stat
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y—service—commissioner for his or her use, and the county

shall pay all expenses associated with eperatimgthe operation

of the office, including, but not limited to, any rental,
telephone, facsimile, business-class Internet, janitorial
service, power, heating and air conditioning, employee
parking, and other operational support or maintenance

expenses. Personnel costs of department officials and

employees are not considered expenses for which payment is

required of the county."

Section 2. Relating to the Department of Veterans
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Affairs; to amend Sections 31-5-1, 31-5-2, 31-5-3, 31-5-4,
31-5-5, 31-5-6, 31-5-7, 31-5-8, 31-5-9, 31-5-10, 31-5-11,
31-5-13, 31-5-14, 31-5A-1, 31-5A-2, 31-5A-3, 31-5A-4, 31-5A-5,
31-5A-6, 31-5A-7, 31-5A-8, 31-5A-9, 31-5A-10, and 31-5A-11,
Code of Alabama 1975; to revise definitions; to rename
professional employee positions; to provide for the
appointment of an executive director to oversee the operation
of state veterans homes; and to make nonsubstantive, technical
revisions to update the existing code language to current
style."§31-5A-1

The Legislature hexreby—finds and—determines—that there

evrrentlty—exists a significant need for health, nursing,
medical, rehabilitative, and related housing structures for
these—residents of this state who have served their state and

nation in its armed forces. The Legislature further finds—eard
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department these—powers—andthe authority thet—maybe necessary
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homes. This chapter shall be liberally construed in conformity

with £he—purpeses pressedthis purpose.”

"S§31-5A-2

As used in this chapter, the +esmterms "board,"

"commissioner," "department," and "veteran" shall have the

same meaning aseribed—to—suveh+term—as defined in Section
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31-5-1."
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cpartment—3sthe sole agency authorized and—directed—to

receive federal aid from the United States Department of

Veterans AdministratienAffairs or any other agency of the
United States government authorized to pay federal aid to

states for setdiers'state homes under Fi++1+e—-38+ U.S.C.+

Seetions—64+—and—-642 §§ 1741 and 1742, as amended, and from

any other federal law or act of Congress providing for the
payment of funds to states for the care of or support of

=
TrIT

B

disabled set rs—veterans in +he—state homes. The

a2
ST

@,

.
T

=
A>3

0}

1
T

ar

n
T

T

H-

department =+

] =
T Cr T

0}
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contributions, bequests, and individual reimbursements, the
receipt of which does not exclude any other source of revenue.
All funds received by the department shall be deposited in the

State Treasury in the Alabama Yeterans'—Veterans Home Trust

Fund as established in Section 31-5A-7, and swebh—the funds

shall be expended per—avtheorizaotien—-of-as authorized by the
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The department shall contract with a non-governmental

entity to operate =—state weterans'—veterans heme—or—homes for

the care and support of elderly or disabled veterans in +he
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Adabamathis state. Contracts for the procurement of

services required to manage, administer, and operate a state
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ars—veterans home shall be awarded on a competitive
basis through the solicitation of proposals. The contract may
be awarded to the vendor whose proposal is most advantageous
to the state, taking into consideration cost factors, program
suitability factors, management plan, excellence of program
design, key personnel, corporate or company resources,
financial condition of the vendor, corporate experience and

past performance, and any other requirements deemed necessary

by the State Boeord
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its solicitation for proposals. Any contract awarded under
this section shall be for a period not to exceed five years.
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£ Veterans'—Affairs—board is not required to
select the vendor offering the lowest cost proposal but shall
select the vendor who, in the board's discretion, offers the

proposal most advantageous to the—Stat £ Atabamathis state.
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The award of contracts previd hereindescribed in this
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section are exempt from the requirements of Chapter 16 and

Chapter 4 of Title 41."
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of the board, shall appoint an executive director for

oversight and coordination of all state veterans homes and

shall also appoint an on-site director for each state veterans
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to this section shall be exempt status
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be subject to guidelines @s—established hereinby the board.
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Each department—representative—wiltltdirector shall be appointed
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and experience in the

ability,

on the basis of education,
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administration of medical facilities andtfe¥ror nursing homes,
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without regard to political affiliations.
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guidelines, and general policies ==

accordance with the rules,
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all of the following
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Provide for the operation of a—state
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rveterans homes for the care of and support of
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elderly and disabled veterans in
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state as prescribed in this chapter+.
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rules for the creation and operation of any state weterans'

hemesveterans homes-.

+4er(3) Fe—eppty—Apply for and accept gifts, grants, and

other contributions from the federal government or from any

other governmental units.

¢

(4) Feo—us

Tt

hre—Use funds received from the federal
government or from any other governmental unit for the
purposes authorized and directed by the federal government or

sweh—other governmental unit in making the funds availables.

e (5) Fe—eaeceept—ane—use—Accept gifts, grants,
donations, and contributions of real estate, both vacant and
improved, facilities, services, or other property from
individuals, firms, corporations, organizations, and
associations, and from county and municipal corporations and
their subdivisions, plus any other sources of revenue for any
state weterans'veterans homes. All expenditures from the trust

fund shall be made upon warrants issued by the state

Comptroller drawn on account held by the State Treasury based
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<

IS i n "
=} cT—Ott.

ar
-

He-
0}

St sd e bhoard—as—srestides S p

"§31-5A-7

(a) Fhere—ds—herebyereated—A trust fund in the State
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Affairs, to be known as the Alabama VYeterans'—Veterans Home
Trust Fund.

(b) The trust fund shall consist of all funds ar&
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meortres—recelved by the State BeardeofVeterans'—Affairs—andtfor
the—PAlaoboma—Pepartment—of Veterans!' Affairrs—board or the

department from the United States, any federal agency or

institution, gifts, contributions, bequests, any individual
reimbursements, and any other source, for the care or support
of veterans, discharged other than under dishonorable

conditions, who have been admitted and cared for at anAlaboms
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veterans home.

(c) Nothing contained kexrein—in this section prohibits

the establishment and utilization of special agency accounts

by the Bepeartmentof Veterans' Affairs—department and its

constituent institutions, as may be approved by the State
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as'—Affairsboard, for receipt and disbursement

of the personal funds of state weterans'—veterans home
residents and members andtfer—or for receipt and disbursement
of charitable contributions and donations for use by and for

the benefit of residents and members.

(d) The trust fund kerein—created pursuant to this

section shall be used by the Alebome beportmentof Veteraons!

Affairs—department to pay for the care of veterans, discharged

other than under dishonorable conditions, in +he—a state

terans'—veterans home and to pay the general operating
expenses of £he—a state weterans'veterans home, including the

payment of salaries and wages of officials and employees.
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used to remodel, repair, construct, build additions,

modernize, or add improvements of domiciliary or hospital
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buildings necessary for the care of veterans, plus

architectural plans, specifications, or other pertinent costs

pertinent—thereto—as approved by appropriate state agencies.
All funds deposited, plus income earned on £he—investment or
reinvestment, shall be credited to the trust fund created

hereinpursuant to this section. Any money remaining in the

fund at the end of each fiscal year shall remain on deposit in
the State Treasury to the credit of the Alabama

YeteranstVeterans Home Trust Fund. No funds shall be withdrawn

or expended for any purpose whats rer—unless the—same
shaet++the funds have been allotted and budgeted in accordance
with the provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 4 of Title 41, and
only in the amounts and for the purposes provided by the
Legislature in the General Appropriation Act."
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ast—veterans home shall be in accordance with the

policies and procedures as—established by the State Beard—-of
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as—Affairs—pboard at the time an application for

admission or for discharge is presentedsubmitted+—provided;
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(b) The board may admit and discharge veterans to any
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As'—state veterans home who qualify for care and
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treatment under Fitte 38+ U.S.C.—Seetieon—101—{1 9 and Seetion

644+ §S 1710 and 1741, and may adopt-—eapprepriate rules

consistent with accepted medical considerations to carry out
this function."
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report annually to the Governor amnuvatlty—respeeting—the

activities of the State Peportmentof VYeterans! Affairs—5

connection—withdepartment regarding the operation of the state

veterans'tveterans homes.—Fhis—

(b) The annual report shall contain an accounting +exof

all meneysmonies received and expended, statistics on veterans
who resided in the homes during the year, recommendations to
the Governor and the Legislature, and sweh—other matters ==
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ra—shall deem—deemed pertinent by the board.
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shall compile an annual budget request, as necessary,
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rese Ag—1isting needs for state funding for anticipated

costs of sweh—veterans homes.;—whieh The budget request shall

be submitted to the Department of Finance in conjunction with
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Each resident of any state weterens'veterans home shall
pay directly to the contracted service operator of the home

the cost of maintaining his or her residence at the home. The
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cost shall be as—preseribed-determined by the State Reoord
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rercommissioner. The cost of the care shall be paid

by the 10th day of each month."
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domiciliaries, hospitals, or any other health

nursing homes,
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related activities shall be subject to =++—the rules =rnd
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privately-owned facility or provider of health services in £he
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including the certificate of need

Adabamathis state,

£
-

Q4 o4
[ R Uy o> ay wey

882

process and the Department of Public Health Division of
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Licensure and Certification requirements.
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Notwithstanding subsection (a), the veterans homes

(b)
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and

Bay Minette,

currently located in Alexander City,
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are not subject to the certificate of

Huntsville, Alabama,

887

need process."
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Code of Alabama 1975,

Section 3. Section 31-5-12,
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is repealed.

relating to the sealing of documents,
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This act shall become effective on October

Section 4.
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2024.
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