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SB132

Enrol |l ed, An Act,

To further provide for the Departnent of Children’s
Affairs; to expand the powers and duties of the Departnent of
Children's Affairs to authorize the conmm ssioner to gather and
be a repository for informati on on services and benefits
provided to Alabama’s children; and to report to the Governor
and Legi sl ature recommendations for providing for a nore
effective and coordi nated delivery of those children’s
services. To create the Ofice of School Readiness wthin the
Departnent of Children’s Affairs.
BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF ALABAMNA:

Section 1. Sections 26-24-3 and 26-24-4 Code of
Al abama 1975 are hereby anended to read as foll ows:

"826-24-3.

"The duties of the commissioner shall include, but
not be limited to, all of the following:

(1) Advising the Governor and the Legislature in
matters relating to the coordination of services for children
under the age of 19.

(2) Serving as a liaison between the Governor and
state agencies providing programs or services for children.

(3) Educating and informing legislators and other

elected officials about issues affecting children.
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(4) Coordinating local effort by creating a network
of existing |ocal and community groups and advocat es dedi cated
to children to enabl e beneficial organizations throughout the
state to assist and educate each other.

(5) Actively seeking and applying for federal and
private grants to fund children s prograns.

(6) Establishing a repository for information on
prograns ot her than education prograns offered by the
Departnent of Education for K-12 in Al abama, which offer
services for, or are for the benefit of, or in any way affect
Al abama’ s children, including but not limted to the
Departnment of Human Resources, the Departnent of Mental Health
and Mental Retardation, Rehabilitation Services, the
Departnent of Public Health, the Departnent of Youth Services,
the Children’s Trust Fund, the Al abama Departnent of Econom c
and Conmunity Affairs, the Al coholic Beverage Control Board,

t he Department of Public Safety, and the Child Abuse and
Negl ect Preventi on Board.

(7) Preparing and submtting to the Governor and the
Legi sl ature annual reports on activities and expenditures of
state and | ocal agencies related to children; all state, |ocal
and federal funding available for children’s prograns other
t han education prograns offered by the Departnent of Education
for K-12; and recomrendati ons of proposed |egislation on the
nost efficient utilization of resources available in order to

maxi m ze services provided to children
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(8) Preparing or causing to be prepared, and
subm tting for approval and adoption by the Children's Policy
Council, legislation required to neet the unmet needs of
children by further devel opnent and inprovenent of children
servi ces.

(9) Review the budget requests for children's
services of any state agency that adm nisters children's

prograns ot her than education prograns offered by the
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Departnent of Education for K-12."

"826-24-4.

(a) All functions and duties of the department shall
be exercised by the commissioner acting alone or by and
through any administrative division or officer or employee
that the commissioner may designate. The commissioner shall
have all power and authority necessary or convenient to carry
out the functions and duties of the department.

(b) The commissioner may request any state or local
agency or department, which administers programs other than
education programs offered by the Department of Education for
K-12 that directly affect Alabama's children to submit to the
commissioner information deemed necessary by the commissioner
to evaluate and assess the relationship between children's
programs and the effectiveness of those programs other than
education programs offered by the Department of Education for

K-12.
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(c) The conm ssioner may establish a data base of
services offered by the several state and | ocal agencies, and
devel op a systemto provide for better coordination of
servi ces.

(d) The conm ssioner shall work with the state and
county children’s policy councils and the state and county
children's services facilitation teans in order to ensure that
a conprehensive coordinated effort is in place to provide for
children's services."

Section 2. The O fice of School Readiness is created
within the Departnent of Children's Affairs. The office shal
have the duties, responsibilities, functions, powers, and
authority set forth in this act and as ot herw se provi ded by
| aw.

Section 3. As used in this act, the follow ng terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

(1) DI RECTOR. The Director of the Ofice of Schoo
Readi ness.

(2) OFFICE. The O fice of School Readi ness.

Section 4. (a) The chief adm nistrative and
executive officer of the office shall be the director, who
shall be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the
Governor. The director shall be responsible for the
performance and exercise of the duties, responsibilities,
functions, powers, and authority inmposed upon the director and

the office by law. The director shall be in the unclassified
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service of the State Merit System and shall receive a salary
in an anmount to be determ ned by the Governor. The director
shall enploy an assistant who shall also serve in the

uncl assified position of the State Merit System

(b) The director shall enploy all personnel of the
office, subject to the State Merit System

Section 5. The O fice of School Readi ness shall do
all of the follow ng:

(1) Establish criteria and adm ni ster such prograns
and services as nmay be necessary for the operation and
managenent of a voluntary pre-kindergarten program

(2) Adm nister such prograns and services as may be
necessary for the operation and managenent of preschool and
certain child devel opnment prograns coordinating with the
Departnment of Education for the inclusion of preschool special
educati on.

(3) Ensure that the pre-kindergarten program
provi des a devel opnental | y appropriate preschool program
enphasi zing growth in | anguage and |iteracy, math concepts,
sci ence, arts, physical devel opnent, and personal and soci al
conpet ence.

(4) Receive and disperse any funds appropriated to
the office fromthe Legislature for the establishnent,
operation, and adm nistration of the pre-kindergarten program
The budget of the office shall be part of the Department of
Children’'s Affairs.
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(5) Assist local units of adm nistration in this
state so as to assure the proliferation of services under this
act .

(6) Coordinate with the regulatory division for the
licensing of child care centers and with the adm nistration of
the United States Child and Adult Care Food Prograns at the
child care centers participating in the pre-kindergarten
progr am

(7) Issue annual reports to the Governor and the
Legi sl ature concerning the adm nistration and operation of the
pre- ki ndergarten program

(8) Provide |eadership for enhancenent of schoo
readiness in this state by aggressively establishing a unified
approach to the state’s efforts toward enhancenent of schoo
readi ness. In support of this effort, the office nay devel op
and i nplenment specific strategies that address the state’s
school readi ness prograns.

(9) Safeguard the effective use of federal, state,
| ocal, and private resources to achi eve the hi ghest possible
| evel of school readiness for the state’s children.

(10) Provide technical assistance to |ocal prograns.

(11) Assess gaps in services.

(12) By January 2001, adopt a system for measuring
school readi ness that provides objective data regarding the
expectations for school readiness, and establish a nmethod for

collecting the data and guidelines for using the data. The

Page 6



© 00 N O o b~ wWw NP

N NN NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
o 0 N W N P O © 0 N O O » W N B O

SB132

nmeasurenment, the data collection, and the use of the data nust
serve the statew de school readiness goals. The criteria for
determ ning which data to collect should be the useful ness of
the data to state policymakers and | ocal prograns’

adm nistrators in adm nistering prograns and allocating state
funds, and nust include the tracking of school readiness
systeminformation back to individual school readiness
prograns to assist in determ ning program effectiveness.

Section 6. The following entities may voluntarily,
but shall not be required to, participate in the progranms and
services adm nistered by the Ofice of School Readi ness:

(1) Public schools.

(2) Private schools.

(3) Churches.

(4) Existing public pre-kindergarten prograns.

(5) Existing private pre-kindergarten prograns.

(6) Existing non-profit pre-kindergarten prograns.

(7) Any other entities or prograns approved by the
of fice.

Section 7. As additional funds becone available, all
prograns within each county participating in school readiness
shall coll aborate on early education and child care prograns
that are funded with state and/or federal funding including,
but not limted to, adult and community educati on prograns,
Even-Start literacy prograns, pre-kindergarten early

i ntervention prograns, Head Start prograns, prograns offered
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by public and private providers of child care, m grant
pre-kindergarten prograns, Title 1 prograns, subsidized child
care prograns, and teen parenting prograns, together with any
addi ti onal funds appropriated or obtained for this section.
These prograns shall be conmponents of the integrated school
readi ness program

Section 8. This act shall not result in the net |oss
of enpl oyees and no affected enpl oyee shall be required to
rel ocate or be forced to transfer.

Section 9. This act shall becone effective
i mrediately follow ng its passage and approval by the

Governor, or its otherw se becom ng | aw.
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